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From The State Deputy . . .
By Mark McMullen - State Deputy

Brother Knights – we are off to a good start
through the first five months of our fraternal year –
and I thank you for your efforts to make this happen. Through five months, we are tracking well
with where we need to be with membership
growth. In November, we recruited 115 new brother Knights bringing our total membership YTD to
over 435. We are also doing a good job with retention – and this is critically important because it does little good to
bring in new members if we are not able to keep them.
While it is very important for us to grow our membership, we MUST focus on recruiting quality
members and giving our new members the opportunity to get out of our wonderful organization what
they are looking to get out of it. Everyone joins the Knights of Columbus for a reason. It is up to us
who recruit new members to make sure that we know these reasons and allow our members to have
their personal needs met. I also encourage every member that recruits a new member to serve as a
mentor for that member. This will help to increase new member retention exponentially.
I just returned from the Mid-Year State Deputy meeting, and the Supreme Knight discussed the critical importance of recruiting younger members. The average age of U.S. members is 58 - 8 years older
than in 2000. Also, we have as many members order-wide 75+ years old than we do under 50! These
are shocking statistics. All jurisdictions were challenged to develop more programs that are relevant
to, and will attract, younger members. The Supreme Knight also urged that we continue to build spirituality into our meetings.
At the Mid-Year Meeting, the Supreme Knight introduced a new order-wide initiative - “Building the
Domestic Church and Strengthening Parishes.” Our program focus should be on families and what
we can do to support our parishes and parish life. Also, sponsorships of Boy Scout troops and the
Squires program will shift to parishes. I will discuss more details about these initiatives at our MidYear Council Officer Meetings in January.
Let me briefly recap some recent activities over the last few months:









Your State Council and KCCG donated $4,000 to the S.C. State Council for Disaster Relief
Funds to help our S.C. brothers in their rebuilding efforts recovering from the storms.
Archbishop Gregory asked us to provide financial support for providing food and beverages for
students frequenting the Lyke House – a Newman Center-type facility frequented by students at
various Atlanta city universities. We donated $4,000 to Lyke House for this purpose responding
to the Archbishop’s request.
Our State Soccer Challenge was again a success. Kudos to Bob Langstine, Todd Walker and all
program volunteers for your efforts in making this annual event a real success.
The Fall Games of the Special Olympics were another great success. Again, we were very active
participating in the Opening Ceremonies and with staffing Olympic Town. Special thanks to
Mike Fortunato for leading our efforts with Special Olympics – and to all brother Knights that
worked in Olympic Town. Kudos to the Knights on Bikes for the strong showing and support!
State Officers have been very active presenting Star Council Awards. This will continue into
early 2016. We achieved 43 Star Councils in 2014-2015 – a high water mark for Georgia: 2 – 4
Star Councils; 3 – 3 Star Councils; 5 – 2 Star Councils; and 33 Star Councils.
Islands Council had their annual low country boil at Hogan’s Marina on 10/24. State Secretary,
Mark Corrigan, State Warden, T.J. McCaustland, and I attended the event and presented the Star
Council Award to PGK and current District Deputy Pat McMahon.
(See “State Deputy” Continued on page 13)

From the State Chaplain

The Most Reverend Bishop Emeritus, J. Kevin Boland

Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, has called for and designated that period of time from December 8, 2015 to
November 20, 2016 as an Extraordinary Jubilee. It will be a Jubilee Year of Mercy (see logo p13).
Why this Jubilee? In our Holy Father’s own words: “it is the favorable time to heal wounds, a time not to
be weary of meeting all those who are waiting to see and to touch with their hands the signs of the closeness of God - a time to offer everyone, everyone, the way of forgiveness and reconciliation.”
This special Year of Mercy provides all of the Knights of Columbus an excellent opportunity to become
involved in the many aspects of the Pontiff’s call to be “merciful.” All parishes will have a plentiful supply
of resources.
The Jubilee will begin with the opening of the Holy Door of St. Peters Basilica. There will be a Holy Door opened by Bishop Hartmayer at our Cathedral Church in Savannah and similarly at Atlanta’s Cathedral by Archbishop Gregory.
“These Holy Doors throughout the world will become during the Jubilee - “Doors of Mercy” - through which anyone who enters
will experience the love of God who consoles, pardons, and instills hope.”
May the Knights in the State of Georgia be to the forefront in all the activities of the Jubilee Year of Mercy. May the Holy Door be
the symbol of open hearts and minds in accepting the loving Mercy of God and extending that Mercy to all those we meet and encounter in our Faith Journey.

From the Associate State Chaplain
Reverend Father Ray Levreault

A new year - resolutions - looking ahead - change!
Happy 2016, will there be a New You this year? Will you be the one to commit yourself more deeply to your relationship with Jesus Christ? Will you work more diligently toward the commands of Jesus to take care of the poor a priority in your life this year? Will broken relationships be worked on and healed? Perhaps growing your own family time
around the dinner table with no TV, internet, cell Phones, IPad, etc. - just family and food be a goal to work on? In
what ways can you help grow the order this year?
Each January, we tend to set great goals for the upcoming year and somewhere along the line of time, they disappear. Why is
that? I think it's because we get so comfortable in our ways, that change becomes more difficult...or perhaps we set goals that are
unreachable? Be realistic with your goals and remember that every day God gives you opportunities to grow in holiness by loving
God more in prayer and Sacraments and in good deeds.
Write the goals down - read them often - and then act on them! May God's abundant blessing during this Jubilee Year of Mercy be
with you all.

State Program News

By Jerry Mock - State Program Director

Ultrasound Imitative
Congratulations to four councils for supporting the purchase of an ultrasound machine in their local communities. These are:
 Msgr. Thomas J. Sheehan Council 925 in Macon supporting the Saint Maximilian Kolbe Center for Life.
 Transfiguration Council 10362 in Marietta for supporting the Hope Center in Woodstock
 Danny Michael Council 12984 in Jackson for supporting the Butts County Pregnancy Resource Center.
 Pope John Paul II Council 13808 in Greensboro for supporting the First call Pregnancy Center in Greensboro.
40 Cans for Lent
All councils in the state are urged to participate in the 40 Cans for Lent program sponsored by Supreme. Not only members of councils but the whole parish can participate by donating one can of food for each of the 40 days of Lent. Councils should spearhead this
drive in their parish. The program runs from February 10 to March 24, 2016. For more information on this program follow this link
http://www.kofc.org/en/service/community/food_drive/lent.html
State Free Throw
Council should be ordering their State Free Throw materials now and hold their council contest in January. The time and date for
the State competition has not been determined officially. More to come.

Page 2

The Christopher Columbus Navigator

Knights of Columbus Monument to Lafayette? A Medal Mystery Solved
Submitted by: Juan D. Saldarriaga, GK, Council 13457

As an avid Numismatist, I am constantly on the lookout for rare and interesting coins, tokens, and medals. From the earliest
known coins minted in Lydia, Turkey around 600 BC, to modern commemoratives released every year by mints all over the
world, coins are a tangible record of people, places, and events of historic significance. Much of human history has been reconstructed or validated by the archeological recovery of coins, and such is the case in the following story of a lost chapter of
Knights of Columbus history.
My odyssey started during a routine search on EBay for Columbus medals. There are a wide variety of medals readily
available, in copper, bronze, silver, and gold, from a variety of important sculptors ranging from Stefano Johnson to Augustus Saint-Gaudens. Most of the medals are related to the 1892 Columbian Exposition, celebrating the 400th anniversary of Christopher Columbus's arrival in the New World. But a single oddity began to slowly torment my mind; a medal commemorating the dedication of a Statue of
Lafayette by the Knights of Columbus.
The reverse contains a portrait of Columbus flanked by a dedications of Lafayette’s Statue
to Metz, France and the date September 6th, 1920 in Roman numerals.
The obverse displays a portrait of Lafayette’s statue flanked by Charles E. Stanton’s proclamation: “Lafayette We Are Here”. The phrase was spoken when a battalion of the US
Expeditionary Forces visited the hero’s tomb at Picpus Cemetery, Paris on July 4, 1917.1
Who has ever heard of such a medal? Certainly not I, and the description on EBay offered little beyond
what is stamped into the medal itself. I had heard of LaFayette, Ga., some reference to his naming of
Lagrange, Ga., and of course Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de Lafayette in American History, but had to
dig deeper in order to solve this mystery. In the process, I uncovered one of the greatest international
events of military and civic importance since the founding of our Order. It started with a search of the
KofC website, which confirmed the following:
“In August 1920, 235 Knights sail from New York City to France. In Paris, they were greeted by
Church and civic authorities who thanked the Knights for their WWI work. In Metz, a large equestrian statue of the French
patriot Lafayette, funded by the Knights, was unveiled. The statue celebrated Lafayette’s defense of American liberty during
the Revolutionary War, and the “glorious dead of the American and French armies.” 2
OK, so now we are getting somewhere. There was in fact a monument, donated by the Knights of Columbus, to honor the
eternal bonds of liberty and fraternity between our two great nations. But what did the statute look like, who sculpted it, and
why was the statute dedicated in Metz? More facts, leading to more questions, leading to more mental anguish.
Relying on that most trusted researcher’s tool, Google, I uncovered a tantalizing trail of crumbs in an article entitled “The
Statue at Metz”. The article succinctly summarizes the events surrounding the Knights’ conception, dedication, and Rai·son
D'ê·tre of the monument:
“The idea of the monument had first surfaced at the 1919 National Knights of Columbus “Peace” Convention in Buffalo,
New York where, following a powerful speech by a French High Commissioner, a resolution had been unanimously passed to
memorialize the Franco-American wartime sacrifices with a statue of Lafayette. Within a short time, the Knights had raised
$60,000 for the project, and at their National “Lafayette” Convention in August 1920, a model of the bronze statue was displayed to the public in the foyer of the convention center.
The choice of Metz, a city where the youthful Lafayette had made the decision to join the American Revolution, was also
significant. The fortress town, the largest metropolitan center of Alsace-Lorraine, had been restored to France only one year
earlier, after forty-years under German hegemony following the 1870 Franco-Prussian War.
The 16-foot high equestrian sculpture, created by Paul Wayland Bartlett, duplicated an earlier work that was placed in the
central courtyard of the Louvre Museum in 1908. “With head and sword and spirit uplifted,” an art critic wrote,
“the young Marquis rides to a victory that will change the world.”3
So where to from here? A picture included within the previous article describes a book length account of the
pilgrimage entitled “Story of the Knights of Columbus Pilgrimage 1920”. Great, so now it’s back to Google to
find a scanned copy of the work.4 Finally, I find a primary source document, written by an eyewitness of the
actual historic events.
The book relates the entire voyage of 239 Brother Knights, from the time of their departure on August 5th from
New York aboard “the good ship Leopoldina”, until their return on September 20th, 1920. Led by Supreme
Knight James A. Flaherty, and accompanied by 15 Catholic priests, the delegation made its way across Europe
for a multi city tour of France, Germany, Italy and Switzerland. Such was the importance of this religious pilgrimage that military and civic dignitaries appeared in abundance at every stop, and His Holiness Pope Bene(See “A Medal Mystery” continued on page 4)
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(“A Meda; Mystery” Continued from page 3)

dict XV granted a 90 minute audience to Knights to personally thank and bless each member of their party.
On the day of the statue’s dedication in Metz, Marshal Foch, Commander in Chief of the Allied armies during WWI, was among the estimated 25,000 whom gathered on August 21, 1920.
Hold the presses! If the Statue of Lafayette was dedicated on August 21st, then why does the medal display
the date of September 6th? A few pages deeper into the “Story of the Knights of Columbus Pilgrimage 1920” I found an entry for the Knights’ itinerary on September 6th:
“Continuing our journey we reached Lourdes at 11 o’clock. We then visited the shrine, where in 1858 the
Blessed Virgin appeared to the child Bernadette Soubirous, and announced, “I am the Immaculate Conception”.
A statue of the Blessed Virgin is set in natural rock at the spot where she became visible to St. Bernadette. Mass
was celebrated here by Vicar General Kerwin, a member of our Order.”
A quick check of the Supreme Website confirms that Knights in France coordinated the first military pilgrimage
to Lourdes in 1919.5 According to a report from the period, some 3,000 soldiers had arrived by the feast of the
Annunciation. The KofC Pilgrims must have been so spiritually moved the following year that they decided to memorialize
the date of their visit to Lourdes, and their devotion as Marian Knights, on the Lafayette at Metz medal. Those same feeling of
patriotism and devotion continue to be felt today, as our Order has co-sponsored an annual “Wounded Warriors to Lourdes”
pilgrimage since 2013.
Great! So we finally know what the statue looked like, how much it cost, who sculpted it, and why the Marquis de Lafayette
and Marian devotion are so important to the Knights. But what about the medal itself? Who made it? What is its composition?
And perhaps, what is its value? More facts, leading to more questions, leading to more mental torment.
This time, it was the American Numismatic Society’s website that offered decisive details. The medal was cast in bronze,
measured 40 MM in diameter, weighed approximately 23.2 grams, and was created by the renowned artist John F. Flanagan.6
It turns out that Flanagan was a student of Augustus Saint-Gaudens and contributed many important works of art until his
death on March 28, 1952. Flanagan’s later work on the Verdun medal earned him a prestigious Chevalier de la Légion d'Honneur, and a picture of him working on the clay model for the Lafayette at Metz medal was published in August, 1920 by The
Numismatist, Volume 33.7
This medal mystery leaves but one unanswered question: What is the medal’s value? Certainly the medal has some monetary
value, but how can that be fairly determined when the only other examples that I can find exist in museums? Perhaps its true
value remains as a testament to the sympathetic heart and a patriotic soul. What must have been the value to the KofC Pilgrims
to receive a personal audience with His Holiness Pope Benedict XV? What was the value of rediscovering a lost chapter of
Marian devotion and patriotism by the Knights of Columbus? What is the value of belonging to the only Catholic lay fraternal
organization to be repeatedly recognized for its charitable works, both in war and in peace? Priceless.

________________________
1

http://www.unc.edu/depts/diplomat/AD_Issues/amdipl_16/edit16_print.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/about/history/anniversary/historical/yearsinreview/1920.html
3
http://www.faithpatterns.com/tag/knights-of-columbus/
4
http://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=njp.32101068784634;view=1up;seq=76
5
http://www.kofc.org/en/columbia/detail/warriors-lourdes-pilgrimage.html
6
http://numismatics.org/collection
7
https://books.google.com/
booksid=DzlOAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA356&lpg=PA356&dq=lafayette+at+metz+medal&source=bl&ots=eE_kCHROSH&sig=e
hrGOukB2y7OHoay1muRAaA2txU&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0CCMQ6AEwAmoVChMI766H9MLJyAIVDNRjCh2eSgn5#v=on
epage&q=lafayette%20at%20metz%20medal&f=false
2

4th Degree Exemplification

An Exemplification was held in November at Holy Family
Catholic Church in Marietta.
There were 107 candidates becoming new 4th Degree Knights
The Degree always involves a lot of preparation including set
up and lunch preparations. The photo to the right shows the
crew along with the Supreme Vice Master and Past Florida
State Deputy, Robert Anderson (front row - dark blue jacket).
Over his right shoulder, against the wall, is Tom Frizzi - our
District Master.
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2nd Annual Knights on Bikes Georgia Summit
Submitted by Brian Sartain - District Deputy #3

The adventure that is the 2nd Annual Georgia Knights on Bikes Summit
began on Friday night, October 9, 2015, in Commerce Georgia at the
humble Travelodge on Steven Tanger Blvd. A gradual gathering of
dedicated, determined, dependable Knights occurred as Brian Sartain,
Bryant Shepard, John Meade, David Campbell and Robert Boehnlein
converged. Everybody pretty much went to bed with little fanfare once
the last of the group (Robert) arrived shortly after 11pm. Jimmy and
Lisa Devereau also joined our little group from St. Marys. Jimmy is
not a Knight…..he was giving the Knights a test ride, so to speak.
More on this later.
Saturday dawned rainy and dreary, but our spirits were not dampened.
We were on a mission to provide our services to the Special Olympics
in Gainesville, and we would not be deterred by a measly rain shower
(ok, I might have whimpered once, but that’s it!). We bravely donned
our rain gear and met out front of the hotel to fall in behind our fearless
leader Brian Sartain and his faithful navigator, Susan, as they led the

procession forth to Gainesville.
As if by Divine will, the rain stopped and a sunbeam parted the clouds over the graceful roof of a Waffle House that appeared out of nowhere before us, beckoning us into the cozy cave of caffeinated happiness. We divested ourselves of our clumsy raingear and shuffled like
zombies towards the door. Cries of breakfast coffee and omelets could be heard as we hurried forth.
With full bellies and light hearts we set out to complete the trip to Gainesville. The rain had stopped and the clouds were breaking up (this
lack of rain was not to last long, but it was pleasant while it existed). The remainder of the ride was quite beautiful as the Fall weather is
starting to turn the leaves golden and copper and the temperatures were fantastic.
We arrived at the Olympic Village just a hair after 9am-ish, parked the bikes out front, and went inside to see where we would be most
useful. Robert Boehnlein and Bryant Shepard were sent forth to the Bocce Ball Fields where they announced awards for the winning teams,
while Brian Sartain was made a greeter at the main entrance to the event, and Peter Morton manned the refreshment stand. Kevin Gallagher
was assisting with the cycling event and met up with us a bit later at the arts and crafts stand.
All joking aside, this event was a real eye opener for some of us who have never been personally, hands on involved in an event such as
this. The support for the athletes is amazing. People brought tents, coolers, food, drinks - it rivaled any SEC tailgate gathering (minus the
booze). The athletes themselves run the gamut from very young to surprisingly old, mildly affected to almost incapacitated by their conditions, shy to incredibly outgoing and funny. It rained, and it rained, and it rained….and no one cared, no one cared, no one cared. No
amount of sunshine could compare to the smiles on the athlete’s faces and no cool breezes could rival their laughter. We were really, truly,
and deeply blessed to have been a part of this. Mark your calendars for next year as this is an event worth attending.
We left the Olympic Village and began Vigil Mass Quest 2015, ending at Saint Catherine Laboure in Jefferson GA about 30 miles away.
We received a very warm welcome and enjoyed a beautiful Mass followed by some wonderful coffee. Back in the saddles again, we headed back to the Travelodge pondering dinner. Lo and behold, a Ryan’s sign lit up the sky like a beacon of hope to the hungry. The best of
both worlds - good food and lots of it - awaited us in their banquet room with room for all of us to stretch out. I will spare you the gory
details of the food fest that followed, mentioning only that sweatpants will be on our list of must haves for next year.
A summary of the group discussions follows:
A report of the World Wide Rally in Catoosa, OK was given by Robert Boehnlein.
There is a letter to Supreme still in the works to better define the who and what and why of the Knights on Bikes. Robert reinforced the
understanding that, before anything else, “KonB” members are Knights of Columbus and no separation would be made between the
“KonB” and the KofC. This means that the “KonB” will not incorporate and become a motorcycle club, since that would mean losing their
primary focus – The Church.
The next World Wide Rally will be in El Paso in 2017 (OMG….so much fun!) and the 2019 Rally will be in Michigan (exact location
TBD).



It was decided that no recognition of any “KonB” founders would be made with the exception of Raymond Medina, the founder of the
whole group. State presidents may wear a patch with their title and years of service, but that’s it.
 Local business followed and included
 Elections will take place in 2017 for the State President
 A new State President may mean new PODs
 Brian Sartain was designated the State Vice President and will assume the position of President in 2017 unless defeated in an election.
 Peter Morton designated John Meade to be the new NE GA Road Captain and we look forward to many great things from him (no
pressure, but we’re all counting on you….).
 Robert Boehnlein designated Angelo Chiodo the new SW GA Road Captain and he’s finding this out right now since he wasn’t there
to defend himself….HaHaHa!
“KonB” El Paso have everyone’s knickers in a knot over their regalia and the fact that we don’t have an outfit is just intolerable. Therefore,
a GA “KonB” shirt is being designed so that when we all ride together, we look like we belong together. We looked really spiffy this week(See “Knights on Bikes” Continued on page 6)
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(“Knights on Bikes” Continued from page 5)

end all in white shirts, but that’s what they wear in El Paso so we’re going blue! Kathy Morton, the newly appointed “”KonB”” Travel
Agent/Fashionista is handling the details of finding the shirt and the exact shade of blue. Details coming soon!
Ride suggestions for 2016 followed:



An early spring Run to the Sun was suggested and roundly cheered. The current thought is Jan 29 th-31st 2016. We will gather at Saint
Marys in Kingsland, GA on the 29th. On the morning of the 30th, we will depart for Cedar Cay, about a 2-2.5 hour trip across the state
to the lovely Gulf Coast for a seafood feast and what some have described as The Best Clam Chowda South of Bahstan. Ok….no one
said it like that…artistic license invoked.
 The Memorial Day Mass and Picnic at Andersonville was a great event and very well attended, so some may return to that again. Advance notice will come via email!
 In June, a special treat is to be had by convening at Unicoi State Park for a wonderful weekend mountain ride and nature experience!
More details to come, but plan on June 11 th-12th in the mountains.
 Bikes on Broadway in September in Columbus, GA. No details yet, but will send on as soon as I know more.
 In October we welcome the Special Olympics Fall Games and the 3 rd Annual “KonB” Georgia Summit. The intent is to combine these
two events.
 As a Last Hurrah for the riding season, Biketoberfest in Daytona October 13 – 16 was suggested. Robert Boehnlein will definitely be
going as that little shindig corresponds with his beloved bride’s birthday…..and he owes her. Oh, does he owe her!
Please consider making an appearance in “KonB” gear at the 114 th Annual Meeting of the Georgia State Council in Savannah, GA May 15
- 17, 2016! It’s a wonderful opportunity to spread the word about “KonB” and who doesn't need an excuse to go to Savannah anywa y!
Just so everyone is aware, George Johnson of Athens GA is an amazing fellow! He braved the rain, sleet, and hail to join us for the business
meeting which was supposed to start at 8pm, but actually started much earlier and ended just about at 8pm in time for his arrival. He is such
a gentleman that all he did was look at me, look at his watch, and shake his head. No blame, no derisive comments, no harassment. Perhaps
slight befuddlement at my gross incompetence, but that was it. Truly a gem of a man. In my defense….oh forget it. George braved the elements again to return home within the hour a triumphant road warrior.
This concluded the formal meeting and the decision was made to retire so we would all be fresh and ready for the next day’s adventure…
the breakfast bar at Ryan’s! (Followed by a visit to Ellijay for the Apple Festival).
We met promptly at 7:45am and pressed our faces to the doors of the restaurant, looking sad and hungry, until they took pity on us and
opened up. The pallor left Bryant’s face upon his second cup of Joe, and even Robert became coherent and vaguely pleasant for such an
early hour! We enjoyed a nice breakfast and bid our farewells to those not pursuing Apple Dumpling Quest 2015 in Ellijay. Then, with
Peter Morton firmly in command of the group…we set off for the wonders of the mountains.
Ellijay is a very cute town and it is bustling during Apple Festival time! There were a lot of vendors of crafts, arts, and food….oh the food!
Robert found fried apple pies to die for and promptly bought 12 (3 of which would later be eaten by our very bad dog, resulting in a very
sad Robert). The weather was gorgeous and the sun felt fantastic! After an hour or so of toodling about, Robert and Jen departed for Columbus as neither had Columbus Day off and Jen still had laundry to do. The remainder of the crew enjoyed the afternoon and went on their
ways home.
I hope you have enjoyed the recounting of this fantastic weekend. I have enjoyed telling it, especially as no one can correct me. No names
have been changed and there are no innocents to protect.
I will send out more information on events and get-togethers as it becomes available. Please feel free to email me at knightsonbikesgeorgia@gmail.com if you have any suggestions or events you would like the group to know about. I’m happy to spread the word as best I can.
I am going to post the upcoming suggested Events on our FB page as well so as to make the information easy for everyone to find.
We look forward to celebrating Jimmy Devereau’s First Degree in the very near future!
In God We Trust And Ride
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Georgia State Council Disaster Responder Report
By Sal Gullo - State Disaster Coordinator

I have put together a brief bio of what our GEORGIA STATE COUNCIL DISASTER RESPONDER'S TEAM has been doing just these
past few months. Aside from signing up sponsors to help fund this great program, which we now have 5 sponsors, we have been busy with
training classes and recruiting other councils to join the effort that we have here, We have been responsible for training over 350 Knights ,
Parishioners, Ushers and some civilians from HOA groups within the past year. We have also taken the initiative to train our Spanish population at Saint Joseph's Catholic Church; the Spanish community that have been trained are Ushers from our parish, at St. Joseph's. This is
very important because they have had no Disaster Preparedness training and now they are able to sustain if there should be a natural or
man-made event during Mass or gathering at church.
We also have partnered with Saint Joseph's Catholic school and now we are able to use their facility to hold training classes in their library,
Thank you Mrs. Pat Allen, School Principal @ Saint Joseph's Catholic School and also Alex Hagen from the Archdiocese of Atlanta for coapproval in using the school facility.
Our Last Disaster preparedness C.E.R.T. class that was held was in the school library and we were able to graduate 24 new people into the
program, these people are a mixture of Brother Knights, Parishioners' , Recruits from Saint Michaels the Archangel council 11862, and
Saint Catherine's of Sienna Council 9923
The Georgia Disaster Responders Team will be facilitating a C.E.R.T. Basic Training Class Starting on November 09,2015 through November 23rd, 2015 at Holy Family Catholic Church, Thank you Worthy Grand Knight Robert Morelos and Brother Knight Bob Kenny of
Holy Family Council # 9792 who has been instrumental in helping me get this class together, upon my request to WGK Morelos , I was
able to sit in on their business meeting and was allowed to reach out to my Brother Knight's and explain what the Disaster Program is
about, I was able to recruit 10 Brother Knight's to participate in Novembers class , Some of which will bring along their spouses, which are
always welcome to come.
We will be looking into expanding our objectives with another Knight's of Columbus Council in Atlanta, such as The Cathedral of Christ
The King Council #14130. Today I received an EMAIL From Saint Stephen The Martyr Council #14122 and was asked to go to their
council and train all their Ushers, and a good number of Brother Knights, this is now in the works, The same thing with Saint Oliver Plunkett council #13440; their council would like the Georgia Disaster Responders to come to the council to train their
Knights as well, as we keep chipping away at this more and more councils and people are realizing that a disaster
could strike anyone at any time, its really not a matter of IF, its a matter of WHEN, as Georgia State Disaster Coordinator For the Knight's of Columbus, my responsibility is to monitor and supervise all Regional Disaster Coordinators,
North and South Archdiocese Area disaster Coordinators and Council Disaster Coordinators, to have these key people
properly trained so if we do get that call from our State Deputy or Supreme Council to activate we will be ready. At
present our area responders will be properly Trained and Certified in DISASTER DAMAGE ASSESMENT , This is
very important because our reports in the field after a disaster will determine how much money FEMA will release for
homeowners and businesses' to rebuild and allow these victims to get back with the normalcy of their lives. This process is currently ongoing, The call came out to Georgia for mutual aide to South Carolina flood's, but we are not completed with out certification as of yet.
This training is being provided to us from the COBB COUNTY EMERGENGCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY, GEMA, AT THE EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTER. They have been a great source of support for the team. This
training for all disaster responders is at no cost to us.
Our program is growing and we need more and more Brother Knight's to be trained in how to take care of themselves,
their Families and if they choose to their neighbors as well, a good Catholic Man is a person who will be able to take
care of his family, and with the proper training he is able to do so, also to do the "greatest good for the greatest number of people."
These people will learn basic first-aid, light search and rescue, fire prevention and utilities, terrorism psychology and
terrorism and more, and also how to mitigate disasters before, during, and after.
If you are interested in becoming part of this valuable program please contact me Sal Gullo at
disaster.responders@gakofc.org, or call me at 404-452-5550.
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A Tall Tale of “Knight Riders” Benefiting MS
By Chris Chambers - Fr Thomas O’Reilly Council #4358 - Decatur

We lived to tell the tale!
We raised $4,125.00 this year, and we have MANY Knights to thank for it.
The weather was good, the nights were cool enough to use the sleeping bag, it didn't get too hot until late
in the afternoon, the beer was COLD and plentiful, I'm a little embarrassed to admit that we did have
some leftover.....
I either need to train more or do a shorter route. We all did at least 62 something miles Saturday, and
most of us did 35ish miles Sunday.
I'm finally getting back to normal. When I got home Sunday I could tell that the lawn needed to be
mowed.....right now it looks like it needs to be mowed more....I feel that it's chances of getting mowed

are improving.
Saturday afternoon it got downright HOT. Brother Kingsbury is a machine, he's been practicing quite a bit, maybe it was the beer for
breakfast, I'm not sure, I'm just not going to let Underwood be the hydration coach anymore....around mile 75 Kingsbury's thigh seized like
a piston with no oil, and he had to call it a day. He rode more than any of us and he cranked out 35 more miles Sunday.
Harvey had a gauntlet of a weekend. He had to practice for the play Friday night, drive down to the ride Saturday morning and then drive
home Saturday night to be at a job commitment Sunday morning. I should ask his wife what his face looks like when he gets into or out of
a chair. Harvey didn't train at all. He just got on his bike and cranked out 62 miles....ah YOUTH!
Underwood trained a little bit more than Harvey, but not much. Underwood is BIG muscle, like Harvey, both of them have a vast reserve
of energy they can tap when they need to call on it. Lou is a finely tuned Ferrari. He rides fast, and for a long distance, I'm a turtle. Underwood held back just to keep Kingsbury and me company. I came in after them.
It was a good weekend, boys night out sort of thing, the ground got softer the more we drank, no one had to go to the hospital, other Knight
Riders from Kennesaw joined us Sunday, we raised a LOT of money, Donations are being accepted up until the 31st.
If you weren't there - you missed a GOOD ride. THANK YOU TO ALL WHO SUPPORTED US!

2015 Special Olympics of Georgia Fall Games
By Mike Fortunato - Special Olympics Program Director

By all accounts, Olympic Town at the 2015 SOGA Fall Games was an overwhelming
success! The Georgia Knights of Columbus had 52 Knights, family and friends from 10
Councils volunteering. These volunteers helped to provide fun for over 1200 athletes who
came to this year’s expanded Olympic Town. These athletes participated in Corn Hole
toss, arts and crafts, ring toss, a Bounce House and exhibits by other sponsors of the
Games. Our volunteers also provided refreshments and popcorn. The Georgia Knights on
Bikes, who arrived in the rain, displayed their variety of motorcycles, which provided a special treat for the athletes.
This year Olympic Town was especially important because many of the athletes’ venues were either delayed or canceled due to rain.
Olympic Town provided them with a place to overcome their disappointment and in some cases heartbreak. The activities and fellowship
that Olympic Town provided lifted the spirts of the athletes.
As for as the volunteers, this was the first time for many to witness the joy that Olympic Town gives to the athletes, their coaches and family members. It was an eye opening experience, to say the least.
To put this in prospective, last year the Knights provided 26 volunteers in a smaller space. More activities for the athletes are being
planned for 2016.

Article Directly From the Gainesville Times. . .*

Knights of Columbus Council 6920 of St. Michael Catholic Church in Gainesville has earned the
distinction of being named a Star Council, one of the organization’s top awards, for the 2013-2014 Fraternal Year.
The award recognizes overall excellence in the areas of membership recruitment and retention, promotion of the fraternal insurance program, and sponsorship of service-oriented activities. The award was
presented to the membership by State Warden T. J. McCaustland at a special ceremony Nov. 15.
The Knights of Columbus is the world’s largest Catholic lay organization. It provides members and their
families with volunteer opportunities in service to the church, their communities, families and young

people.
With more than 1.8 million members in over 15,000 councils around the world, the Knights of Columbus annually donates more than $170
million and 70 million hours of service to charitable causes. Visit www.kofc.org for more information.
Pictured are, from left, T.J. McCaustland, State Warden; Donald Sequeira, District Deputy; and Jack Capies, Grand Knight
*December 5, 2015
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State Council Soccer Challenge Results
By Bob Langstine - Youth Director

Summary
The State level event was held at St. Pius X High School in Atlanta on October 24, 2015. We had 21 Girls and 25 Boys participate.
The winners at each level were as follows:
AGE
GIRLS
Points
BOYS
Points

9 Reagn Neff
195
Nash Skoglund
220
 10 Charlotte Llop 215
James Aldrich
190
 11 Mary A. Sutter 190
Eric Winkler
235
 12 None
Will Harrast
230
 13 Lindsay Weinzierl 230
Christian Pietrowski
225
 14 None
Mauricio Castro
300
Trophies have not yet arrived so none has been awarded yet. These will be sent to the DD’s for distribution when they arrive.
The following were key assistants:
 State Advocate Jim Clifford and wife Karen
 Jay Hoxie (12883) for helping arrange for the venue
 DD8 Jerry Poirier (Prince of Peace Council) – set up and event help
 Emory Montgomery – PoP Council - event help
 Jason Crocker – PoP Council - event help
I know there were others. It would be great if in the future represented councils brought their banners to post on the fence around
the field

Coats for Kids

St. Michael the Archangel Council 14773, Ft Gordon voted in October’s meeting to
support the Coat Drive and purchase two Cases of Coats, in the discussion two other
Knights said they would each purchase one totaling four. Our Council Chaplain Rev
Father (Maj) Halladay suggested that he would challenge the Fort Gordon Catholic
Community to match the Councils donation using the Web Site Donation Link. A week
later another Knight said he would also purchase a case making the total five. In the
next thirty days they did that and more totaling enough for 11 Cases of Coats for Kids!
In December, Coats for Kids Chairman
Deacon David Kriegel and Tim McCarthy, delivered and presented nine Cases
of Coats to Sister Janet Roddy of Augusta Catholic Social Services on behalf of the Fort Gordon Catholic Community. These
will be provided to many children who would not otherwise have a nice new warm
coat for the winter months ahead. Pictured are Deacon Dave Kriegel and Sister Janet
Roddy with two of the coats.
Calvin Tanner and Bill Holt donated the remaining two Cases of Coats to A. Dorothy
Hains Elementary School, Augusta. Pictured L - R are Parent Facilitator Mrs. Doris,
PFN Bill Holt, Principal Dr. Emily Drigger, Sir Knight Calvin Tanner, Mrs. Sandra
Tanner, and students in front row.
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“Wax On Wax Off. . . ”
By Doctor and Brother Knight, James Spoden, MD

In the last issue of this Newsletter, our topic was Swimmer’s Ear, a.k.a. Acute External Otitis
(AEM). In this issue, our topic will be Ear Wax (Cerumen). AEM and Cerumen are closely related
subjects. Indeed, excessive cerumen with associated blockage of the external auditory canal is a
common factor in the etiology (causation) of AEM.
Most AEM and most cerumen are quite well managed by the Primary Care Provider (PCP). The
difficult cases tend to land on the Specialist’s doorstep. The removal of a dense impaction of cerumen blocking the ear canal can be problematic, even for the specialist. The tenderness of an inflamed ear canal is noteworthy. Moreover, in those with limited pain tolerance, such as children and
the institutionalized, even touching the ear canal can be met by considerable resistance by the patient and (sometimes) by the patient’s family.
My approach to cerumen is to remove it when feasible on the initial visit. If circumstances are not
favorable, the use of topical ear drops, often containing an antibiotic and a non-absorbable steroid,
are utilized. On occasion, an oral antibiotic and suitable pain medication are warranted. After a few days and sometimes a week of
such treatment, normally the ear infection will abate, “cool off”. This “cooling off” allows for definitive treatment, i.e. disimpaction
of the cerumen with the aid of an operating microscope and appropriate microscopic instruments.
However, please bear in mind that in the vast majority of patients, the outer ear is self-cleaning of cerumen.
There are many common means of preventing cerumen accumulation in those so predisposed. These home remedies include the use
of topical olive oil, topical hydrogen peroxide, and topical rubbing alcohol, with or without white vinegar. Careful self-irrigation of
the ear canal with shower water can also be quite effective and safe.
Q-Tip use is mentioned to discourage it. The inappropriate use of Q-Tips can endanger the ear canal, the ear drum and even
the inner ear.
Over the counter preparations, whose purpose is cerume dissolution (liquefaction), include Debrox and Cerumenex. A warning for
the use of these agents applies in that some patients become quite allergic to either or both of them. So, if your ear pain becomes
worse with either product; consult your physician.
Personally, I don’t condone the recently introduce treatment known as “ear candling”. In like manner to the inappropriate use of QTips, this method seems too prone to the injury of the ear and adjoining structures for me to approve of its general use. Another
practical point to be made is that excessive cerumen can result in a considerable amount of Conductive (reversible) Hearing Loss.
Technically, up to 30 decibels (dB) of hearing loss can be involved. So, if your spouse complains about your hearing and if your ear
feels plugged; you should, at least, see your PCP to rule out ear wax.
Lastly, what is the purpose of cerumen?
Cerumen’s purpose appears to be multifold. Let’s examine only two of these. Firstly, the constituents of cerumen do have some intrinsic antimicrobial characteristics. To wit: Cerumen can prevent infection. Secondly, the adhesiveness (stickiness) of cerumen
tends to prevent insect invasion of the ear.
I do hope this information about this common issue will be of use to you.

Cerumen

District Happenings - “Didjano That. . .”
DISTRICT 16 (DD Angelo Sampona)
. . . That St. Brendan’s Knights of Columbus Soccer Challenge was held on Sunday, September 20 at St. Brendan’s during the Ministry Carnival. Six boys competed this year. Competition in the ten-year old bracket was intense, going two
rounds of tie-breakers before a champion was determined. Congratulations to the
2015 Council 12942 Soccer Challenge Champions… Nine year old boys – Jack
Lloyd - Ten year old boys – Will Dieal - Eleven year old boys – Alan Hernandez Twelve year old boys – Alexander Maldonado.. . . And That St Benedicts presented the Roswell Pregnancy Center with a check for $2,000 and this picture of a
mother and child for their conference room today. Council 10633. Pictured are
Pastor Father Paul Flood and Grand Knight Tom McGrath presenting to Marla
Brown, Executive Director of the center.

. . . That Council 15238 in Dawsonville was presented with its Star Council Award to Tom Meeks, John Luranc, Chris Fabian and while there they surprised Jim Snell with a certificate of appreciation for 50 years in the
order from Carl Amderson our Supreme Knight.
DISTRICT 4 (DD Julian Pauwels)
. . . That Council 15716 Douglas:
 Completed their blood drive and collected 25 units. Job well done.
 Gift Shop (run by the council) participated in a Spanish Mission and collected in excess of $800.
 A coat Drive is scheduled for November 28 or 21.
 One member achieved his Formation and Knighthood Degree.
. . . That Council 7366:
 Held a Drive-By BBQ and raised $780.
 Held a Fall Fish Fry and raised $521.
 And that 2 members achieved their Formation and Knighthood degree.
. . . That Council 10541 Tifton:
 Held their yearly Pig Picking and Man Made Pie auction. Raised about $2,300 as their profit.
. . . That Council 3607 Albany:
 Added two new members to our order. And one member achieved his Formation and Knighthood Degree.
. . . That Council 4913 Valdosta:
 Held their monthly social and presented a check to the BACA (Bikers Against Child Abuse) organization.
 Held a Dinner/Dance Fund Raiser, raising about $5,800 for the new church in Ray City.
 Was the host for the Formation and Knighthood Exemplification. The Executive State Secretary was an observer. 10 new
members joined the ranks of the Formation Degree and 12 joined the ranks of the Knighthood Degree.
 Sent candidates, representing 6 councils from 3 different districts for the Formation and Knighthood Degrees. In addition 19
observers were present. The State Executive Secretary, Ron Rigby, joined us for the Exemplifications. Honoree for the
Knighthood Degree was SK Benjamin Stubbe. His wife, Claire was present to receive the plaque in his honor.
 Set up the equipment in the Parish Hall of St. John the Evangelist. It took many man hours and a lot of dedication to transport
all the required equipment from the council home to the Parish Hall. Parish Hall had to be completely rearranged to suit the
setup requirements of the Exemplification as required by Supreme
 Was also the host of our first district wide K of C Benefits program presented by our Field Agent John Jedlicka. 6 families
and 3-4 other Knights attended this meeting. John was able to close or work on several proposals for Annuities and other Insurance Policies. This will help some councils to meet their insurance requirements.
DISTRICT 24 (DD Tim McCarthy)
. . . That Council District Deputy Tim McCarthy presented Fr. Larry Endrizzi Council 6918's 2014
Grand Knight, Jock St Cyre, the Colombian Award. Receiving on Jock's behalf was current Grand
Knight Ron Klementowski. This Award is in recognition of the Councils involvement in four activities
in each of six program areas, Church, Community, Council, Culture of Life, Family, and Youth. Ron
was their DGK and Program Director last year.
. . . That Council 6918 in Thomson had their Rosary Service to end "The Evils of Planned Parenthood"
in October - a wonderful way to offer up prayers to Mother Mary, asking her and her son, our Lord and
Savior Jesus for their intercession. The Knights led each of the Joyful Mysteries.
Pictured - Second from the right is PGK Joe Almeter, DGK Jean Fritz Louis, then PGK Hugh Milford,
Fifth from the right is GK Ron Klementowski, to his right is FS Ken Partridge. Seventh from the right is
Treasurer Sir Knight and Honorary Life Member Lou Graziano. Leading the Rosary was Deacon
Knight Aloysius German, second from the right of the Statue of Mary. To his right rear is DD 24, Tim
McCarthy. Third from the left is PGK Jerome German, Aloysius' son.
(See “Didjano” Continued on page 12)
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(“Didjano” Continued from page 11)

. . . That were three winners of District 24 Youth Soccer Challenge. Out of the seven
qualifiers only four were able to participate due to the rescheduling of many Soccer
matches in our Area as a result of the Severe Thunderstorms and heavy rain.
They are 10 year old boys Joshua McMahon, 13 year old boys, Nymarko Adams II and
13 year old girls Leilah Harshbarger.
All three winners are from Terrance Cardinal Cooke Council 8495, Grovetown,
Grand Knight Sir Knight John Vigna, DGK and Program Director Johnny McDonald
and Soccer Challenge Chairman Andrew Von Plinsky.
. . . That The Sir Knights of Patrick Walsh Assembly 174 and family members for the second year placed "Flags for Veterans" on the 942 Veterans'
Grave Markers at the Mount Olive Memorial Gardens Cemetery, Hephzibah,
on the 7th of November. This reverence is to remind us all of the commitment and sacrifice of those who have given their all for the Freedoms we enjoy as Americans! L-R
Lisa and Tom Phair, Deacon. Dave Kriegel, Bennie Bobo, Chairman Joe Landrum, Al Larson, Bill
Holt, Jim Redmond, Brian Musha, Michael Musha, Bob Horwitz, Carla Huebner, Kang McCarthy,
Mark Huebner, not pictured James Rolle, B.J. McCord and taking the photo, Tim McCarthy.
DISTRICT 1 (DD Gary Ogden)
. . . That Council 631 in Savannah has been hosting a barbeque for the past 8 years for the Creed Group Pictured is the Creed group with Bishop Hartmayer at Council 631. Creed is a Savannah College of Art and
Design Catholic youth group. Sitting on far left is Deputy Grand Knight, Michael Foran with Chancellor,
Robert Osbourne (standing in far back on left with Baseball Cap).
DISTRICT 3 (DD Brian Sartain)
. . . That a Star Council Presentation was presented at Saint Marys on the Hill Parish, Augusta in October.
Left to right:
Jeff Ryan (Membership Chairman and Chancellor), Father Hull (Council Chaplain), Craig Archer,
(Program Chairman and Deputy Grand Knight), Mark Corrigan (State Secretary), Kenneth Redd (Grand Knight),
Karl Stevens (District Deputy)
DISTRICT 26 (DD Pat McMahon)

. . . That Queen of Peace Council #10687 in Savannah provided a Thanksgiving Mass and meal to Armstrong Atlantic State University, thanks to GK, Tom Cline, and a host of Knights
from his council.
And that Assembly #173 in Savannah posed for a photo with State Chaplain Bishop
Emeritus J. Kevin Boland.
DISTRICT 6 (DD Michael Furman)
. . . That Sacred Heart Assembly #179 - Warner Robins provided an Honor
Guard for Bishop Hartmayer at Sacred Heart ground breaking. Honor Guard:
L-R: Burl Jimmerson, Pat Pepper, Hank O’Neill, Bob Couillard and Ed Sheridan
DISTRICT 11 (DD Michael McDonald)
. . . That Saint Joseph Saint Vincent de Paul Society and the Council 4599, Marietta distributed 181 Thanksgiving food
baskets which included thousands of pounds of food to local Cobb County families in need this week. This is an annual
event for the outreach ministries of Saint Joseph Catholic Church. Through generous contributions from the church parishioners, SVdP and the Knights were able to collect enough food for a complete dinner to 181 families for a total of 794
children and adults.
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On October 25, I presented a 3-Star council award to St. Boniface Council 14439 in Springfield GA.
Brother Knights in Msgr. John D. Stapleton Council 6517 served as ushers at the Mass and for the veneration of the relic of St.
Maria Goretti.
Brothers – as we approach the holiday season, let us reflect on the importance of families. During his September visit to the U.S.,
Pope Francis spoke about the importance of families in the fabric of our society. The Supreme Knight has spoken on numerous occasions about family life and the importance of families. The Traveling Icon is a beautiful image of the Holy Family. This Icon will be
making its way around the state starting in December with a schedule put together by Joe Costa and Joe Yorio.
What better time to reflect on the importance of families than during the holidays! Brothers – please accept my personal best wishes
to you and your families for a wonderful, safe and blessed holiday season. Merry Christmas to all of you and your families!
And always remember:

“Together - All Things Are Possible”

4th Degree Exemplification Schedule





Feb. 6, 2016 - Sonesta Hotel - Duluth
April 23, 2016 - St Joseph - Macon (Biennial
Meeting will follow the Degree)
June 4, 2016 - St Monica - Duluth
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