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From The State Deputy . . .
By Mark McMullen - State Deputy

Brother Knights – I wish you and your
families the happiest of Easter Seasons.
As Fr. Ray has suggested, let us all make
frequent confessions a priority – and particularly during and after the Easter season.
We are past the halfway point in the fraternal year – and
coming into the home stretch and getting ready for our
State Convention in May. As I told the Council Officers during our January meetings, not only did we get off to a good start, but Georgia is doing very well year to
date. From a membership standpoint, we recruited 73 new members in January and
85 in February. YTD as of March 6, we have recruited over 724 new brother
Knights. Our goal is 1,000 – and with all of us pulling together we will get there! I
hope that your Lenten fish fries are successful – and prove to be a strong recruiting
tool for bringing in new brother Knights!
We achieved our goal of establishing one new council in Georgia. On January 31, I
was joined by State NCD Director Mike Fortunato and DD Brian Sartain in presenting the Charter for our newest Council to the King’s Bay Council in Kingsland GA.
Congratulations to GK Brad Albrecht, DD Brian Sartain and to all brother Knights
that worked to make this happen.
I am very excited to let you know that the Silver Rose program schedule will be issued soon by program director John Carbonell. We are extremely honored that the
Silver Rose will be entering the state on June 5th at a Mass at St. John the Baptist Cathedral in Savannah to be celebrated by our State Chaplain Bishop Emeritus J. Kevin
Boland and exiting the state on June 19th at a Mass at the Cathedral of Christ the
King in Atlanta being celebrated by Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory. I would encourage as many Brother Knights as possible to mark your calendars for these events and
make every effort to attend. Thanks to Silver Rose Director John Carbonell for his
efforts in leading this program.
I also want to take a few minutes to talk about the importance of recognition. Council Officers need to do all they can to recognize worthy Brother Knights that work
very hard throughout the year in executing important programs to support our local
parishes and communities. I strongly encourage each Council to submit write up on
some of these programs for consideration for State Program Awards. These should
(See “State Deputy” Continued on page 6)

From the State Chaplain

The Most Reverend Bishop Emeritus, J. Kevin Boland

Doors and more doors. The front door, the back door, the closet door, the bathroom door, the kitchen door,
the dining room door, the automobile door – as you read this you will realize that we have a great dependency on “DOORS.”
Earlier this year Pope Francis declared 2016 to be a Jubilee Year of Mercy. Part of the ritual was the opening of the “Holy Door” in St. Peter’s Basilica. Symbolically when we enter this door we experience God’s
Mercy, His Love and His Forgiveness.
The Diocese of Savannah sponsored a Pilgrimage of Mercy on Saturday, February 20. It was simple in its
execution but profound in its culmination. By bus, automobile and foot traffic, the stream of pilgrims zeroed in on the Cathedral from all corners of the Diocese. It was a gathering of the faithful.
In quiet reverence they entered through the Holy Door designated by the Bishop as the Diocesan Holy Door. All were symbolically
entering into the Heart of Jesus and asking for His Mercy.
The Monstrance bearing Jesus was placed on the altar. Twenty plus priests – all wearing the purple penitential stole – scattered to
their different “confessional sites” for the celebration of the Sacrament of Penance. A blanket of reverence descended upon these
holy places as people of all ages confessed their sins and received the absolution of the Lord Jesus:
By the Ministry of the Church
May God give you pardon and peace
And I Absolve you from your sins
In the Name of the Father
And of the Son
And of the Holy Spirit.
AMEN.

Vigil Mass of the 2nd Sunday of Lent – the pilgrims were embraced by
the Peace and Forgiveness of Christ. AMEN.
The Pilgrimage of Mercy concluded with the

From the Associate State Chaplain
Reverend Father Ray Levreault

"My dear Brother Knights, wives and families. Peace of the Risen Christ be with you. We have journeyed through
the sacrifice of Lent and now have celebrated the Easter Joy. There is much to be thankful for as we come to this last
fraternal quarter of the year, especially during this Jubilee Year of Mercy. I hope and pray that many of you have
been able to take advantage of the opportunities in your parishes and councils to fully engage in this Year of Mercy.
As I always mention, one of the greatest ways of experiencing God's amazing Mercy is through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Take advantage of this gift freely given to you. Continue to be Christ to those around you as Knights of
Columbus through your works of Charity! We are making a difference in this world and God is blessing our Order, State and Local
councils. As always, if there is anything I can do, please let me know.

From the State Secretary. . .
By Mark Corrigan - State Secretary

This is just a reminder to all Financial Secretaries and Grand Knights. We’re getting to the eleventh hour for getting all of your paperwork in to qualify you for Supreme and State events. April 15 th is rapidly approaching & before you know it, you’ll be scrambling to get everything done before the State Meeting. Let’s get everything done early.
District Deputies: Remember to bring your hard and electronic copies of your annual District Reports to the State Meeting so I can
compile them for our Annual meeting minutes.
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From The Pen of the State Historian
By Jim Clifford - State Advocate & State Historian

The State Deputy has appointed me as the State Historian. Past State Deputy Karl Holman is State Historian
Emeritus. I am looking forward to working with him. My overarching goal is to make the 114 year old Georgia Knights of Columbus history available to every Knight in the state. By learning our history together, we
can expand our self-awareness and increase our appreciation of the Order, and each other, as we work together
to fulfill the vision of our founders. I invite every Knight in Georgia to think about how to bring our history
out of the shadows so we can all be enlightened by it. Please do not hesitate to contact me with your ideas.
This is the first of what we intend will be a continuing series of historical vignettes of the Knights of Columbus in Georgia. Please let me know what you think about them. If you have knowledge of Knights of Columbus history that you want to share, please contact me.

The Georgia State Council hosted a meeting of the Supreme Board of Directors in Augusta in January 1926.
This was the first such meeting in the 44 year history of the Order held in the Southeast United States. Among
the dignitaries attending were Supreme Knight James A. Flaherty, Past Supreme Knight Edward Hearn, and
Msgr P. J. McGivney, Supreme Chaplain and brother of Fr. Michael J. McGivney. Augusta was chosen for
this meeting as an honor to Captain P. H. Rice, K. C. S. G. (Pontifical Equestrian Order of St. Gregory the
Great), native of Augusta, the third and eighth State Deputy of Georgia, and the only Supreme Director from
the South at that time. Captain Rice was the first Supreme Director from Georgia. For many years he also led
the Catholic Laymen’s Association of Georgia. The meetings were held at the Bon Air-Vanderbilt Hotel in
Augusta. Delegations from Georgia, Florida, and South Carolina traveled to Augusta to pay their respects. Fifty members of Council 631 hosted the Supreme Directors at a barbecue at Forrest Hills Lodge in Augusta on
Saturday January 9, 1926. Two days later Council 677 hosted a formal dinner dance at the Vanderbilt. At the
end of the meetings Supreme Knight Flaherty took a train to Atlanta, on his route to New Orleans and Mexico.
He spent several hours in Atlanta in the company of Knights from Council 660.
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Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest
By Richard Hayden - Youth Poster/Essay Chairman

Supreme Council’s annual “Keep Christ in Christmas” youth poster contest was again sponsored and supported by the Georgia State Council. Judges in early February reviewed all of the posters, and First Place and Second Place winners in each age group (5-7, 8-10, and 11-14) were selected. Certificates and gift cards ($50 for
First, and $25 for Second) have been mailed to the appropriate District Deputies for presentation at an appropriate function. The winners are:
Age Group 5-7:



First Place
Second Place
Age Group 8-10:

Joseph Monaco (Council 5484/District 25 Deputy Karl Stevens)
Carson Wayco (Council 14439/District 1 Deputy Gary Ogden)

First Place
Second Place
Age Group 11-14:

Brian Thomas Jobe (Council 14439/District 1 Gary Ogden)
Nick Brodowski (Council 8972/District 19 Deputy Michael Vanairsdale)






First Place
Second Place

Mary Grace Heekin (Council 8972/District 19 Deputy Michael Vanairsdale)
Ashley Wayco (Council 14439/District 1 Deputy Gary Ogden)

The six winning posters were forwarded to Supreme Council for the International competition.
The attached photograph shows the three First Place Posters – top to bottom the pictures posters were done by
Joseph Monaco, Brian Thomas Jobe, and Mary Grace Heekin.
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Charity Funds for “Youth in Mission”
Sir Knight Jim Arnold, a member of St. Joseph Council
4599 in Marietta, Georgia, recently helped start a charity
called Youth in Mission with his wife, Chris, and son, Pip,
from NBC’s “the Voice.” Youth in Mission is a 501(c)3
non-profit corporation that provides funding to teens and
young adults who desire to serve Christ through the mission
fields, both internationally and domestically, but cannot afford to do so because of the expensive costs to get there.
Mission work is very important to the Arnold family. S.K.
Arnold recently traveled to Peru with a group from his
church, St Joseph, in Marietta, to use his construction talents in building up a dilapidating old church. They installed windows, floors, and solar lighting in an area with no
electricity. The charity was formed to help teens
focus on serving Christ in our world. S.K. Arnold’s son, recording artist Pip, uses his celebrity
platform to promote Youth in Mission, which is
funded solely by donations, sale of wristbands, and
concerts featuring performances by Pip.
The photo above is Pip presenting a scholarship award to Cassie Helsel. Cassie is from St. Ann's
in Marietta. In 2014 she received a $300 Youth in Mission scholarship toward her domestic Life
Teen mission trip to Arkansas to help in disadvantaged neighborhoods - painting, yard work, in
service to help people in their homes.
This past December Youth in Mission presented $10,000 in scholarships to 20 Middle School,
High School, and College youth toward their upcoming mission trips. The presentations took
place at St. Joseph Catholic Church, Marietta, and were attended by the recipients, their families,
mission representatives, YiM Officers and Board members, major supporters, Life Teen representatives, Knights of Columbus Council members, and Atlanta Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory, who
spoke to the recipients and blessed their mission trips. 2 Youth in Mission scholarship receivers
will be traveling to Uganda with Stephen Smith of St. Francis Council 11746, Blairsville, Georgia,
whose mission, To The Nations, was featured in Columbia’s December 2015 issue.
S.K. Arnold asks all Knights to consider supporting this wonderful charity and help fund a Youth
in Mission. All proceeds go to the annual scholarships. To make a tax-deductible donation visit;
www.yimcharity.com or send a check to Youth in Mission, 1021 Derby Run, Marietta 30064.
Campus or Youth Ministers who need additional scholarship information may contact: yimcharity@gmail.com or 770-425-5129. Contact: Chris Arnold 770-425-5129,

4th Degree Exemplification photo from February 6 in Duluth.
In the photo L to R: State Deputy, Mark McMullen, GK of 12386, Bill
Bauer, new 4th Degree Knights Trey Blancher, Jim Boehm, Ray Hancox, and SK Robert Pefianco.

Roundtables - Not Just Council “Lite”
By John Jedlicka - Roundtable Chairman

Mark McMullen, our State Deputy, is pleased that the Jurisdiction of Georgia is one of the few jurisdictions to attain over
100% of its goal for roundtables. This achievement comes through all the hard work by the councils throughout the state which
seek to extend our charity, unity and fraternity to all Catholic men.
As State Roundtable Chairman and a champion of the Roundtable concept let me explain how to form a Roundtable.
The Roundtable issue falls squarely in the chicken-and-egg conundrum. Do we form a roundtable after we have the members or
do we form a roundtable and then find the members? That question comes up all the time. According to Supreme guidelines, if
your Council thinks it has the support to form a Roundtable, form the Roundtable first (instructions below), then recruit the
members.
How does a Council form a Roundtable? Supreme has made it very simple. On the website (KOFC.ORG), click on “officers”
on the right-hand side of the page. Go to “forms.” Find the Roundtable report form. Appoint a chairman - temporary or otherwise. Electronically transmit a copy to Supreme, the State Deputy and your DD. That’s it! Your Council now has a
RoundTable. For more information on Roundtables, contact Fraternal Services (800.524.3611) at Supreme or me, John Jedlicka
at jjj2@comcast.net.

The Fr. Charles J. Watters Assembly 2688 from Dunwoody organized
a fund drive for the Military Chaplains and Seminarians and collected
donations from All Saints and St. Andrews Paris as well as from the Assembly and BINGO and raised $5,000. And presented the check to the
District Master Tom Frizzi and District Marshal and State Officer Warden T. J. Mc McClaustland. This charity is for the men who are the Heroes of our Heroes who put their life on the line to administer Baptism,
Last Rites, Mass and to console the solders in spirit as they fight our battle for religion and freedom on the front lines of war. These brave men do
not carry a weapons and administer first aid as needed and drag the
wounded and the dead back to the area of safety. These Chaplains give
their life to save and help our solders as they have been given over 3,000
medals for military bravery and (8) have received the Medal of Honor. The Chaplains and Seminarians need our help to
support their needs due to government funding that has been reduced or cut from many of their needs. Please consider a
fund raiser for these brave Chaplain Priests and Seminarians.
(“State Deputy” Continued from page 1)

be submitted to State Program Director Jerry Mock. I would also encourage all Councils to submit entries for
Knight of the Year, Family of the Year and Ladies Auxiliary of the Year awards. Deadline for all of these
submissions is April 1st and submission forms are on the state web site (www.gakofc.org). Also, I would ask
that each Council make it a priority to nominate a Family of the Month winner each month and to send the
form into Supreme. Pope Francis and the Supreme Knight both speak about the importance of families in the
Church and what we as Knights can do to support family life. This is a wonderful effort to support worthy
families – and to increase KofC visibility within our parish communities.
I wish to thank each of you for all you do. Stay active in your local councils. I encourage all councils to make
it a priority to finish strong and to work to achieve your goals. If you achieve your goals, the State surely will
achieve its goals. I hope that each of you and your families had a blessed Easter. I hope to see many of you at
the Convention in May in Savannah. And remember – the good works of the order are done locally – program
by program. We will accomplish great things – Because:

“Together - All Things Are Possible”
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Routa for Da Chowdah!

The first ride of the season for Knights on Bikes - Georgia
was a delectable success! State VP Brian Sartain and Savannah POD Bryant Shepard conceived of the event known as
the “Routa for Da Chowdah” (for reasons that will become
evident). Much to his dismay, the event is also subtitled the
“Second Annual Peter Morton Thank God I’m Still Alive
Birthday Ride,” but that is hard to fit on an invite.

We assembled on Friday afternoon, January 29th, at the Baymont Inn and Suites in Kingsland, Georgia. Brian and Susan
Sartain hosted a wonderful dinner that night complete with brats, burgers, and the best bacon wrapped jalapeno poppers known to mankind! We ate, drank, and planned for the ride out the following morning.
We gathered at 7:30 and Deacon Joe Bezy led us in prayer prior to departure. And then - poof! - we were off
on our Chowdah Quest! It was cold. I mean, really cold. Like 42oF. Our route wound us along A1A to Callahan to U.S. 301 South to Baldwin, Florida then through Gainesville and finally down FL24 W to Cedar Key.
We arrived at Cedar Key and parked outside of Tony’s Seafood Restaurant just 10 minutes past our reservation time. The chowder was indeed, as Andy Milot (Florida KonB St. Pete) put it, worth the 400 mile ride. All
the food was fantastic and we had a great meal together.
We saddled up and headed back to Kingsland for the vigil Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea, a beautiful
church in St. Marys GA, and Father Mariusz (KonB Savannah Chaplain) performed a blessing of the bikes before we left for dinner at Millhouse Steakhouse (Oh my gosh, was that goooood)! Our Worthy State Deputy,
Mark McMullen, joined us for dinner wearing his vest! He fits in like he’s been a part of the group forever,
and we really appreciate him coming by!
The following morning we dissipated into the same wind from whence we came….looking forward to our next
ride in June in Helen, GA! Check our FB page (Knights on Bikes Georgia) and come join us!

The Knights Come to the Aid of the Monastery of the Holy Spirit

In early October, the Monastery of the Holy Spirit suffered a financial
setback when their annual Health Fair and Fall Festival was cancelled
due to torrential rains. State Executive Secretary Ron Rigby immediately asked the Knights of Columbus to help. Donations came from Councils, from individual Knights, and from an increase in donations to the
Pennies for Heaven program. Pope John Paul II Council 13808 in
Greensboro donated $1,000. Grand Knight Ken Weber said “Our members have been coming here on retreat for many years. We think of the
Monastery as our Spiritual Oasis. We were eager to help.” Pictured are
Brother Callistus, Council 13808 GK Ken Weber, and Abbot Francis
Michael. Visit http://www.trappist.net/support/donate for more information.
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A Special Night for Special Needs Ministry1
Singing the National Anthem prior to the game are, from left to
right: Sammy Quinones, Joey Mazzari, Noah Malone, Julia Veiga,
Sharik Rodriguez, and Katie Jones (background).
When Council 13457 learned of a new Special Needs Ministry
forming at Prince of Peace Catholic Church in Flowery Branch,
they quickly searched for a way to demonstrate their support for
persons with physical and intellectual disabilities. Building upon
their success fundraising for the church’s Capital Campaign the
previous year, the Knights leveraged their partnership with the Atlanta Gladiators Hockey team to raise $1,100 by taking part in the
Peggy Slappey Fund Raising program.
The Brothers sold group seating tickets after all masses the two
weekends prior to the January 30th event. A total of 223 parishioners bought tickets, an outward sign of solidarity and support for
Special Needs. “We were thrilled when the Knights approached us
to support this new ministry,” declared Lorraine Veiga, one of the
lay leaders at Prince of Peace. “This fundraiser will allows us to
host a variety of fun activities and support services that we couldn't
provide on our own,” she stated.
Prince of Peace Council 13457 is now in their 12th year of operation and continues to find new ways to strengthen their parish community. The Knights are best known for
their annual “Tootsie Roll Drive”, conducted every March, and have raised in excess of $60,000 for Challenged Child in Gainesville. since 2008. The Knights also host various youth events throughout the year, including an International Soccer Challenge, Basketball Free Throw Challenge, and Street Hockey Challenge. “I
am gratified by the way the membership and our parish family have rallied in support of the Special Needs
Ministry,” stated Juan Saldarriaga, Grand Knight of Council 13457. “We look forward to partnering with other
ministries to further enhance our commitment to youth programs and persons with special needs.”
To learn more about fundraising opportunities with the Atlanta Gladiators, contact JHall@atlantagladiators.com
1

Article from the Gainesville Time - February 25, 2016

Annual Rabies and Neuter Clinics
PURPOSE
The purpose of the project has been to serve the community of Blue Ridge and Fannin County by providing an affordable and convenient way to combat the rapidly rising incidence of rabies. The secondary purpose has been to raise funds for the Blue Ridge council charitable works.
PROJECT
Blue Ridge Council 12126 voted to conduct a community rabies vaccination clinic. Brother William Mitchell, DVM, and Grand
Knight Mark Fiedler agreed that the council and Dr. Mitchell’s veterinary clinic would work together to provide inexpensive rabies
vaccinations to pet owners in Fannin County. Dr. Mitchell’s clinic would provide the medical expertise and supplies and Council
12126 would provide project management and manpower. A project manager was named and given organizational responsibility.
Four sites for the clinic were determined to be the optimum delivery structure, two in the major communities in the northern half of
the county and two in the major communities of the southern half. The clinics were scheduled so that two would be held in the morn(Continued on page 11)
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District Happenings - “Didjano That. . .”
DISTRICT 26 (DD Patrick McMahon)
. . . That Council #10579 - Savannah - conducted a Breakfast with Santa. They fed 209 folks to include
75 children under age 10.
. . . That GK Tom Cline and members of Queen of Peace Council
10687 were presented the Columbian Award during their annual Pancake Breakfast, at St Francis Cabrini Parish Hall in Savannah. The pancake breakfast is a fund raiser to support the
school at the parish.
. . . And that District 26 hosted a Knighthood/3d Degree on
Nov 15 and the honoree was FDD George Mascunana.
George was the first District 26 Deputy and passed away in
June. The photo is the presentation of the Honoree Certificate to his wife Rose Mascunana.
Right to left in the photo is GK Tom Cline, Rose Mascunana, Renee McMahon (my wife) and
me.
DISTRICT 8 (DD Jerry Poirier)
. . . That Council #15212 in Jefferson celebrated their 5th anniversary. They celebrated with a special mass given by Father Sullivan and
then they all had Breakfast at Beef "O" Brady's in Jefferson. They are the youngest Council within the District with huge hearts and motivation that allows them to do great things within the Order.
DISTRICT 11 (DD Michael McDonald)
. . . That Saint Joseph Parish donates Christmas gifts for 750+ children
in need
Generous donations from Saint Joseph Catholic Church parishioners
have provided a host of gifts to make sure that over 750 needy youngsters in Cobb County had a visit from Santa this year.
Marietta Council 4599 and Saint Vincent de Paul Society volunteers
collected, tagged and distributed gifts to 750+ needy Cobb County children. Over 185 families visited Santa Claus and Santa’s elves at the
Knights of Columbus Council 4599 home. The Knights and SVDP volunteers provided each child with
goodie bags, hotdogs, chips, cookies and drinks and of course a bag full of gifts from Santa. “These
children had a merrier Christmas last year thanks to the generosity of Saint Joseph’s parish.”
DISTRICT 3 (DD Brian Sartain)
. . . That our newest Council - King's Bay was presented with their charter. AND. . . That St. Mary Star of
the Sea Council 11058 was presented the Triple Star
Council Award. In the photo, Holding the Charter with
Mike Fortunato is GK Brad Albrecht. Fr. Ray Leonard
is pastor at King's Bay and Fr. Marius is pastor at Mary
Star of the Sea. DD Brian Sartain and State Deputy,
Mark McMullen are also in the photo.
The Knights on Bikes group with Fr. Marius met for
dinner in Kingsland following an all day ride. DD Brian Sartain and State Deputy, Mark Mullen are in the photo and met to present the Triple Star
Award to St. Mary's Council.
DISTRICT 24 (DD Tim McCarthy)
On the 22nd of January Saint Teresa of Avila Priest Fr. Michael
Ingram led Parishioners and Knights in the Dr. Eugene Binet's
Memorial/Right to-Life Mass and Rachel’s Rosary, and dedicated
a “Sanctity of Life” Marker on their Columbarium. The Mass was
concelebrated with Dr. Binet's Son Fr. Scott Francis Binet. The
Marker was purchased by Council 8495 Knights along with Sir
Knight of Assembly 3493 in Grovetown. There were over 100 attendees at the Mass and rosary, led by 5
Knights with a reception following.
DISTRICT 4 (DD Julian Pauwels) … That Council 3607, Albany participated in the Exchange Club Fair,
Held a Veterans Day Golf Tournament - Held their Annual Thanksgiving Dinner on November 22 - Held a
Memorial Mass for deceased members on November - Held a chicken BBQ - Held Christmas Social December
20 - Held two Admission Degrees resulting in 2 new members joining the council and the order.
. . . That Council 4913, Valdosta conducted a November Social. Donated monies to three different charities: St
(See “Didjano” Continued on page 10)
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Francis Center, Cancer Coalition and Children Medical Services - On November 11, provided an Honor Guard for a Veteran’s Day Ceremony - Ladies Auxiliaries of Council 4913 hosted a Breakfast with Santa, White Elephant Shopping, Children’s Tattoos, Youth Choir,
Activity Table. Participated in a 5th Sunday Rosary - Held their Tootsie Roll Drive and raised about $ 7,000.
. . . That Council 7366, Thomasville held a second Fish Fry for the Fall for a $ 937.66 profit - Held a Memorial Mass for deceased Knights.
2 widows participated. Council invited the widows to a social dinner at the Plaza Restaurant - Cooked and served breakfast for the Veterans.
Served in excess of 110 veterans - Held a Lady of Guadalupe celebration in December - Provided support for the Choir - Presentation of
“Making Christmas Memories” - a Resounding success within the St Augustine Parish and the Thomasville community.
. . . That Council 10541, Tifton scheduled a Church Clean-up Day on November 14 - Held their 25th Council Anniversary with a dinner at
the Elks Lodge.
. . . That Council 15716, Douglas Conducted a “Coats for Kids Drive” - Sold bricks as a fundraiser to expand their Grotto.
DISTRICT 13 (DD Tom Albers)
. . . That Atlanta Holy Spirit Council 6517 was presented the prestigious 4 star award by
the GA state deputy Mark McMullen. The award was given to Neil Johnson the Retired
Grand Knight at the 11:30 mass celebrated by Monsignor Dillon. This award recognizes
outstanding achievement in membership, insurance and service program activities.
Immediately following the mass, the officers installation ceremony was lead by Tom Albers, District Deputy and Deacon Bill as officiant filling in for Father Nicolas Azar. This
ceremony inducts the new officers to their leadership roles as well as recognizing retiring
officers. Taking their positions to serve Holy Spirit this year are Vern Vincent as Grand
Knight along with officers Chris Hooper, Mike Riley, David Labbé, Terry Tracy, Neil
Johnson, Dr. Robin DeAndrade and Bill Janci.
Following this installation ceremony, the Knights gathered with their proud family members in McDonough Hall for mimosas and snacks.
DISTRICT 24 (DD Tim McCarthy)
Six Sir Knights were present for The VA's National Hospitalized Veterans Week at the Charlie
Norwood Downtown VA. Four Sir Knights served our food and refreshments and they were - FN
Deacon. Dave Kriegel, PFN Bob Barnett, Sir Knights Ricardo Ruiz and Bob Horwitz. PFNs Bill
Holt and wore our FN Regalia and greeted everyone we saw on our rounds! All the items were
provided to the Veterans, Family Members and Staff of the Hospital. Many positive comments
were made and many questions asked about the Knights of Columbus what our Regalia stood for.
So it was very educational for many who are not aware of the Knights of Columbus or the Color
Corps.
South Carolina's Sir Knights led by District Deputy Wayman Johnson from Aiken sponsored a
hot dog lunch for veterans of Ward 2-B on Wednesday also visiting all the Community Living Centers (CLC) thanking veterans for their
service, Dressed in their Regalia. Friday they will have a Refreshment Cart in the Lobby of the
Uptown VA.
DISTRICT 18 (DD Richard Parcels)
. . . That Saint John Vianney Council 12580, Lithia Springs had a Hispanic first degree ceremony that was completely performed by the local Council. It was performed in Spanish without
the need of translators. 4 men your brought into the Council and it brought us to a membership
goal for Star Council. They were blessed to have the honorable State Deputy Mark McMullen
attend. This is could be a model to be used in the State for years to come. According to GK, Joe
Wellington, it was a very powerful experience.
DISTRICT 16 (DD Angelo Sampona)
. . . That Council 10633 from St. Benedict Catholic Church in Johns
Creek (“Knumb Knights”) were given the lead plunge in honor of raising the
most money - $36,000-plus.
Other hardy volunteers also took the plunge. In all 256 plungers got goosebumps for the cause.
Best of all they raised $106,900 for Special Olympics Georgia services and the
five year-round events it stages – Fall Games, Winter Games, Summer Games, Masters Bowling and
Horse Events. That does not include county and area games staged by local chapters.
“That goes to help the 26,702 athletes we have in Georgia,” said Special Olympics Georgia Director of Program Services Matt Sheridan.
“Once again the Knumb Knights from Johns Creek raised the most money of any single group, around $36,000. They have really taken this
cause to heart and run with it.”1
1

Excerpt from the North Fulton Herald

(“Clinics” Continued from page 8)

ing and two would be in the early afternoon. Coordinators for the north and south operations were named and charged with securing
suitable sites for the clinics and to arrange for Brother Knights and spouses to staff the locations.
PUBLICITY
Publicity for the rabies clinic started well before the planned date. Dr. Mitchell was invited to speak to the local Rotary Club to address the rabies problem. He provided general information about the disease, as well as area-specific information regarding sources
of infection and types of treatment for animals and humans. Several articles about the vaccination clinics were published in the local
newspapers. Flyers were placed in the windows of local merchants and community service announcements were run on the local
radio stations.
OPERATION
It was decided that each of the four sites would be set up to provide “drive-thru” vaccinations. The project manager prepared a staffing plan for each location, site coordinator instructions, and detailed procedures for the Brothers to follow for the registrations and
vaccinations.
Brother Knights directed pet owners to drive up to the registration area and passed them onto the Knights who conducted interviews,
completed the registration forms, collected the fees, and passed out the rabies tags. The Veterinarian then, assisted by Brother
Knights, vaccinated the pet. Neither the owners nor their pets would have to leave their vehicles. Other Knights would then direct
the pet owners to the exit.
RESULTS
The four locations of the Knights of Columbus sponsored rabies vaccination clinic vaccinated 575 animals, utilizing three veterinarians, six professional staff members, and over 25 Knights and spouses. This took place in approximately seven hours. Dr. Mitchell’s
clinic recovered their costs and Blue Ridge Council 12126 added $3000 to its treasury for charitable works. The positive reaction of
pet owners to this clinic throughout the day proved to be very beneficial to our Order’s image and reputation in our community.
K OF C ASSEMBLY PET NEUTER CLINIC
For the past four years, Father Michael J. McGivney Assembly 2563 of Blue Ridge/Blairsville has assisted Dr. William Mitchell
with a community service project in the North Georgia town of McCaysville. Dr. Mitchell, the current District 22 Deputy and Past
Faithful Navigator of the Assembly, is the owner of the Copper Basin Vet Clinic there. The increasing number of stray dogs and cats
in this area, which includes counties in Southeast Tennessee, had reached a point where animal control agencies were completely
overloaded.
His concept was to offer low cost pet neutering during a scheduled clinic each year where local residents could bring their animals
for this service, thus helping reduce the numbers of unwanted stray animals. Dr. Mitchell offered the opportunity to his Assembly as
a way of providing community service and also raising funds for its patriotic charities.
This year, on February 6, the clinic was conducted and 60 dogs and cats were neutered during a six hour period. Dr. Mitchell and
two additional vets were assisted by his staff and volunteer knights and spouses. Altogether, ten Sir Knights braved 20 degree temperatures to assist in parking lot control, greeting the pet owners, and providing information. In addition, pet monitoring service was
provided by two Sir Knight spouses in the recovery area.
Many of the pet owners commented that they could not have afforded vet care neutering without this clinic and were most appreciative of the service.
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Salivary Gland Tumors, Part I
By Doctor and Brother Knight, James Spoden, MD

Salivary Gland Tumors, Part I
Our last two installments of this Newsletter entailed discussions of two rather mundane, albeit, relevant topics of swimmer’s ear
This month, I would like to begin discussion of Salivary Gland Tumors (SGT).
Why, you might ask, this topic?
I have been a baseball fan all of my life. My boyhood home was quite close to the Field of Dreams setting of the Kevin Costner/James Earl Jones classic. Like the Costner character, baseball was a connection to my father, who was taken from my family
when I was 14.
Most of you are probably familiar with the affable and talented Outfielder, Tony Gwynn, of the San Diego Padres. He died as direct
result of a tragically aggressive variant of SGT.
Moreover, in my family, my wife’s sister, Christine, died of a malignant variant of SGT. Christine’s tumor presented as a nonhealing ulcer in the roof of her mouth (hard palate) at age 10. Despite multiple attempts, surgically, with Radiation Therapy and
with Chemotherapy, my sister-in-law, Christine, succumbed to distant metastases from this scourge on ironically a Good Friday at
age 19.
So, with that as a background, let us continue our discussion of SGT.
Salivary Gland Tumors (SGT) are uncommon but not rare. Personally, in a forty year career as an Otolaryngologist/Head & Neck
Surgeon, I have encountered a few hundred patients , who were afflicted by them. The usual presentation of SGT is variable but
usually entails a painless palpable neck mass. Diagnostically, SGT present a broad range of inflammatory and neoplastic processes.
Therapeutically, the treatment options vary, but generally involve surgery. As a surgeon, the satisfactory dispatch of a SGT, albeit,
at times, vexing, is generally satisfying. Fortunately, usually, the outcome is a cure for the patient with a minimum of risk and morbidity (complications).
We will continue our discussion in the next issue of this Newsletter.
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