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News Headlines!
Outstanding District Deputies Announced
District Deputy #1 James B Billac, Sr. was named the recipient of the Hugh L Coleman Memorial Award as
the Outstanding District Deputy in the Savannah Diocese for 2007-2008.
District Deputy #16 Stan Rapciewicz was named the recipient of the William T Jordan, Jr Memorial Award
as the Outstanding District Deputy in the Archdiocese of Atlanta for 2007-2008.
Both of these outstanding Knights were recognized for exemplifying the principles of the Order, meeting membership goals, and offering membership to many Catholic gentlemen by personal recruiting and development of
new councils.
Congratulations to both for this singular recognition and for their achievements.
Report from Quebec
The Supreme Council of the Knights of Columbus met August 5-7 in Quebec for its 126th Annual Meeting.
Representing Georgia were SD Dan Baker, IPSD John Brenner, SS Jim St. John, ST Stewart Key III, SA Rick
Sisko, SW Sandy Hillsman, PSD Tom Gissy, PSD Don Martin, and Brother Rick Weber.
You should visit www.kofc.org to review the highlights of all the activities and work done in Quebec, but here
are some highlights.

•

District Deputy #18 Gene Brannon was recognized by the Supreme Knight for earning Star District, and
having all his councils achieve Star Council.

•

Georgia was recognized as a leader in the Order for New Council Development - 133% of goal!

•

Georgia was also recognized for achieving the 2d highest level of the Circle of Honor for achieving 153%
of our membership goal state-wide!

•

The Supreme Knight in his various addresses to the assembled delegates re-affirmed that we are a People
of Life and for Life, and will unceasingly promote the sanctity of life from conception to natural death.

•

The Order is involved deeply in 2 cases in the judicial system to preserve “under God” as part of the
Pledge of Allegiance.

State Deputy, Dan Baker, represented Georgia on several committees. These included being a panelist on the
Membership Panel on Monday, the Appreciation Committee, and on two very important committees: the Laws
and Resolutions Committee and the Greetings to the Holy Father Committee.
Laws and Resolutions called for him to work with several other State Deputies, the Supreme Advocate, and
Former Supreme Advocate to consider and recommend action on over 300 resolutions proposed by state and
territorial jurisdictions and the Board of Directors. Most important were resolutions supporting the Armed
Forces, Building a Culture of Life, Catholic Education, Decency on the Internet, Declaration of Human
Rights, Pledge of Allegiance, Support for Marriage, and Support for Religious Liberty.
As Chairman of the Committee for Greetings to the Holy Father, the State Deputy worked with a truly international team of State and Territorial Deputies as they deliberated on the message to send to His Holiness, Pope
Benedict XVI. On this committee were the State Deputies of Indiana and Arizona, Prince Edward Island, Mexico Northeast, the Visayas Deputy, and the Territorial Deputy of Poland. State Deputy Dan Baker then delivered the message to the assembled delegates on Thursday of the meeting. The text of that message is included
on the Georgia KofC web site (www.gakofc.org).

From The State Deputy
By Daniel Baker - State Deputy
What a great start to the Fraternal Year!
Congratulations to Archbishop Thomas A. Donnellan Council 7923 in Lilburn for being named 4th in
the Church International Program Awards. Their financial Planning Seminar for Priests program was recognized as exceptional.
Also meriting International recognition, Father Thomas O’Reilly Council 4358 of Decatur took fifth for
its Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest. This was another exceptional program recognized Orderwide. Congratulations are in order!
By the way, Georgia was the only jurisdiction in the Order with multiple international award winners. You are doing the
good works of the Order locally, and doing them very well!

St Michael the Archangel, Pray for those
who serve.

Speaking of good works, congratulations to District Deputy #15, Dale Hall and the team from Council 4599 for the great recruiting effort
at Saint Francis de Sales in Mableton. Looks like a new council is ready to go!
The other state officers and I just returned from the 126th Annual Supreme Council Meeting and convention in Quebec. What an experience! I encourage you to go to www.kofc.org to review the highlights of all the activities and work we did, but let me highlight a few items
here.

•

DD18 Gene Brannon was recognized by the Supreme Knight for earning Star District, and having all his councils achieve
Star Council.

•

Georgia was recognized as a leader in the Order for New Council Development by achieving 133% of goal!

•

We were also recognized for achieving the 2d highest level of the Circle of Honor for achieving 153% of our membership
goal state-wide!

As for recruiting, you shared the benefits of membership with nearly 150 new brothers so far this year. Keep up the good work. Plan and
use the Blitz to super energize your regular recruiting. It works! Let’s get the other 160,000 Catholic men in Georgia to join us!
In July, I announced the Order’s pro-life initiative as part of our program of People of Life and for Life. Now I ask you to put money
where our intentions are. Each council is asked to hold a special fundraiser in October (Respect Life Month) to generate the funds needed
to purchase two ultrasound machines to be placed in crisis pregnancy centers in the diocese of Savannah and the Archdiocese of Atlanta. In
unity, we are stronger, so let’s come together in this important project.
It’s a pleasure and a thrill to serve as your State Deputy. You are what make the Order great, and I appreciate all you do for our Church,
and our Order. Continue to pray for and support those men and women serving in and out of uniform defending our way of life. Thank
you!

We Are in the News. . .
By Frank Moran - State Membership Director
Knights of Columbus Supreme Council will, beginning June 15, place membership recruitment ads in diocesan
newspapers and Catholic magazines, and on Catholic websites. People who see the ad, and think they might be
interested in joining the Order, will be asked to visit a website (www.kofc.org/join) or call an 800 number. That
information will then be relayed to the State Deputy or the State Membership Director who will then forward the
data to the jurisdictional District Deputy and/or the Grand Knight for action. In all cases, we want the lead to get
from the Supreme Council to the person who will make the telephone call as quickly as possible, hopefully within
72 hours.
Follow-up on each lead will be critical, and I know we can count on you to help us make certain that each person
who responds to the ads is contacted. We certainly do not expect that 100% of the people who respond to the ads
will ultimately join the Knights of Columbus. What we do expect is that 100% of the people who respond to the ad will be contacted by a
brother Knight in their area, and given the opportunity to join. If we can do that, I think we will be successful in convincing many - if not
most – that membership in the Order will be, for them, the Experience of a Lifetime.
Thank you for all that I know you will do to make this initiative a success. Please don't hesitate to call or e-mail me with any questions.
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Dr. Jerry Ashcroft was the speaker at Council 13491 in Clarkesville - giving an insight into the past,
present and future of Southern Catholic College.
We are fortunate to have the only Catholic college in Georgia only 90 minutes from Clarkesville - in
Dawsonville. It is one of the few Catholic colleges in the South, and provides an excellent way for some
of our young people to get their start on a higher education, with scholarships available to ease the financial burden on parents.
Pictured below is one of the dormitory buildings. The college has a resident priest who offers Mass every
day in this chapel, located just beyond the swimming pool. What a wonderful setup for these students
and their parents.

These are the grounds of the campus of Southern Catholic College. It is a breathtakingly beautiful
place. If you need any information concerning the college, you can link to this website:
(http://www.southerncatholic.org). You can also call Ed Dibble (706-754-4518), who is the GK of Council 13491 in Clarkesville. Check our website (http://www.gakofc.org/index.htm) for these same photos in
color in the Georgia autumn. The trees are spectacular.
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:
OCTOBER

31 - K of C Silent Retreat Through November 2
NOVEMBER

4 - 3rd Degree Exemplification in Marietta

1 - 3rd Degree Exemplification in Conyers

5 - Life Chain for Pro-Life

9 - State Soccer Challenge

10 - Newsletter Input Date

DECEMBER

18 - Fourth Degree Exemplification in Atlanta

5 - DD Mid-Year Meeting through December 7

26 - 3rd Degree Exemplification in Savannah

10 - Newsletter Input Date

“The Culture of Life”
By Rick Sisko - State Advocate
The 126th Supreme Convention in Quebec City, Canada was held on August 5, 6, &7th, 2008. During the convention
our delegates voted on many issues; however, the one resolution that I believe could have a major impact on the
Knights and the United States as a whole was Resolution 302 "Culture of Life Fund."
This resolution speaks to the order's long standing commitment to the building of a culture of life by supporting the
Church's teachings on marriage, family, and the gift of life. To support this effort, it has become desirable to establish
a permanent fund with monies contributed from members, councils and assemblies that will support a broad range of
initiatives that advance the culture of life. The "Culture of Life Fund" is to be funded through an assessment of
each member of the order in the amount of $3.00 and that these monies would be matched by Supreme.
Resolution 302 "Culture of Life Fund" was unanimously passed with a standing ovation.
Incorporation of Councils:
The Supreme Advocate's office has stated that the Knights of Columbus is a Fraternal Benefit Society under the Internal Revenue Code
Section 501C8. It is recognized as a nonprofit tax exempt organization under a group exemption ruling from the Internal Revenue Service
dated from 1940. This group tax exemption extends to subordinate councils, state councils, and assemblies provided their Employer Identification Number (EIN) is properly listed with the Supreme Advocate.
Because a council's charter may be revoked by the Supreme Council, the council lacks independent continuity of existence and is not eligible to be incorporated under a charter granted by a State government. Therefore councils cannot obtain recognition as 501C3 charitable
organizations. Councils are only eligible for federal tax exempt status through the group exemption of the Knights of Columbus as a 501C8
and are not eligible for any form of recognition for exemption individually.

Knights to Hold 5th Annual Silent Retreat in Atlanta
St The 5th Annual Silent/Reflective Georgia Knights of Columbus Retreat will be held at the beautiful Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center located on the gracious, secluded and prayerful riverside setting off Riverside Drive in Atlanta from 31 October-2 November 2008
The retreat begins on Friday night at 8:00pm after a reception and dinner at 6:30pm for Knights participating and ends at noon Sunday.
The retreat director Father Neil Jarreau S.J.., will present 7 individual brief orientations, based on scripture and the spiritual exercises of St
Ignatius of Loyola. These presentations provide an opportunity for personal renewal in faith and an awareness of the love and piece initiated by God. Silence and solitude at the retreat creates an environment conducive to restful, spiritual reflection. Confessions and Spiritual
Guidance are available Saturday and Sunday from Father Hernando, Father Neil Jarreau S.J. and Father Al Louarpre S.J. Stations of the
Cross are conducted by the Knights on Saturday afternoon. Mass is held Saturday evening and then Sunday to conclude the retreat.
40 Brother Knights participated from 10 Councils at last year’s retreat. Councils follow:

•

District # 19 - St George’s Council #6622, St Gabriel’s Council #11458, Holy Trinity Council #8182.

•

District #12 - Transfiguration Council #10362, Holy Family Council #9792.

•

District #5 - St Anne’s Council #1019

•

District #17 - St Thomas the Apostle Council #12386 .

•

District 13 - St Thomas More Council #4358

•

District #10 John Neuman Council #12905

•

South Carolina - St Joseph’s/ Council#3590

There are a total of 48 private rooms available. 36 Knights reservations have been made as of August 25th.
Please call 404-255-0503 to register OR for more information call Brothers Mike Midas 770-502-0680, Mitch Rabil 770-591-1084, or
Frank McCaffrey 770-253-8441,
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DEMENTIA
By Dr. Joe Lazzarini, Health Services Director
Many articles have been written in the medical literature about this disease, however, statements like “ There is
evidence that the aging brain can adapt and change more than we ever thought” by Dr. Molly Wagster, neuropsychologist in Bethesda, Md., gives us an avenue of hope in the cognitive area - or even giving - brain function through exercise, mental stimulation and diet.
Lets start by defining DEMENTIA--it is the down grade of our intellectual functions. It is the deterioration of
our cognitive skills, when they become severe enough to interfere with the ability of our daily functions.
(Example: Forgetfulness - becoming forgetful of the place where you have left familiar objects, as well as,
forgetting the name and not recognizing persons, or the physical location of places that we knew well).
COGNITION is the act of knowing, including judgment and awareness. It is an element of perception. However, we have to be careful in
differentiating cognitive perception of Dementia and cognitive perception of Delirium. (The latter one is characterized by cloudiness of the
conscience, manifested by reduction in awareness, or response, to the environment).
The brain, the most unique computer system in the universe is not as rigid as we think says Dr. Paul Nussbaum, neurological surgeon at the
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, who has been involved in the research of dementia for 20 years. The brain is constantly reorganizing and making new connections- this is called neuroplasticity. He also explains that the brain can also generate new cells - known as
neurogenesis.
Investigators are in agreement that the area of the brain involved early in dementia is the hippocampus - here the brain learns all new information, however when this area is injured by the action of certain proteins (amyliod, apolipoprotein E) which are created by chromosomes
21 and 19 respectively, creating progressive degeneration of brain cells as in Alzheimer Disease (AD) the healing does not occur. This area
of the brain gets damage very early on.
When individuals hear about the potential for “strengthening” their brain they become excited because they fear Alzheimer’s. It has been
postulated that there are five areas that may have the potential to slow or forestall the affects of aging—these are:
1)

Regular physical exercise (any exercise for your heart is good for your brain also)

2)

Socialization (isolation not appropriate - involvement with friends, family and community is recommended)

3)

Diet (obesity predisposes to dementia. Eat with moderation. Take Omega 3 and antioxidants )

4)

Spirituality- (stress and anxiety accelerates both mental and physical aging)

5)

Mental Stimulation - (traveling, learning a new language, solving puzzles, reading).

Investigators do not know how it happens or how changes last, but even in the face of these unanswered questions there is the chance of
maintaining our cognitive function.

Brothers Helping a Brother. . .
Past Grand Knight Al Kasulaitis’s wife Beth was told she would need a liver transplant in the very near future. In addition to the cost of
the surgery and hospitalization, they were told that before she could be put on the transplant list, they must deposit a minimum of $10,000
with the Georgia Transplant Foundation to guarantee that post operation medicines would be available to ward off rejection so that a valuable liver would not risk being “wasted.” Al’s brother Knights at McGonagle Council 12321 in Griffin told him not to worry and assured
him that they would take care of meeting that obligation.
With the co-operation of local merchants, church members and others within the community, they sold raffle tickets, had bake sales, and
posted contribution jars throughout the county and numerous business locations and were able to raise the needed funds to make the necessary deposit with the Transplant Foundation. Within days of the McGonagle Council Knights of Columbus making their first deposit with
the foundation, the Kasulaitis family was notified by Emory Hospital that a liver was available and within hours she had a successful transplant.
Beth Kasulaitis is once again home with her family. Thanks go out to everyone who participated in this effort. Fund raising efforts are
ongoing to insure that anti-rejection drugs continue to be available.
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District Happenings - “Didjano That. . .”
DISTRICT 5 - (DD Walter Cowan)
. . . Bishop Gross Council 1019, Columbus has initiated the process to establish a First Degree Team within the Council.
. . . Msgr. Daniel J. Bourke Council 3607, Albany, conducted their 10th Annual Seminarian Dinner on 25 July, which set a new
high. The net proceeds of approximately $12,000.00 will provide support to all the seminarians of the Diocese of Savannah.
. . . Americus Council 7113, Americus, on July 7 presented funds raised at the Council's Annual Golf Tournament to Cherokee Elementary
School, American Cancer Society, Special Olympics, Mattie Marshall Alzheimer's Center of Americus and Hospice of Americus and Sumter
County.
DISTRICT 7 - (DD Tim Bair)
. . . St. Teresa of Avila, in Grovetown, celebrates it’s 40th anniversary this year. The celebration starts on Saturday, September 27, 2008
with an Anniversary Mass at 5:30 PM. The Fourth Degree from the Patrick Walsh Assembly 174 will provide the Honor Guard. The mass
will be followed by a dinner at which the Knights are serving as beverage attendants. The following Saturday, October 4, 2008, the council
will be spear heading a traditional Fr. D. Spaghetti Dinner. Past State Chaplain, Fr. Walter DiFrancesco was St. Teresa’s long time pastor
and the Charter Chaplin for the council. He also knew how to coordinate and host a great spaghetti dinner. The final event will be a Fall
Festival to be held on Saturday, October 11, 2008 from 2 to 9 PM. Council 8495 will be doing one of the things that they do best, providing
concessions for the enjoyment of all.
DISTRICT 12 - (DD John Zarzycki)
. . . St. Peter Chanel Catholic Church opened a new Sanctuary on August 15. The new Church, which seats over 1,200 parishioners, will
be dedicated by Archbishop Gregory in late November. Father Frank McNamee and his dedicated staff and volunteers, sacrificed countless hours in the development of this new house of worship.
. . . Holy Family council was the first to hold a First Degree in the new Fraternal Year. Brother John Brenner (PSD) presided as Grand
Knight over the ceremony. Brother Tom Gissy (PSD) did an outstanding job in his first time as Warden in quite a while. Six new and very
enthusiastic brothers were brought into our ranks - another wonderful degree, presented by Holy Family.
DISTRICT 14 - (DD Lou Bonadies)
Frank Cacciatore, GK of Council 11676 lists the following as some of his council’s successes:
. . . The first Roundtable inducted seven new Spanish speaking members. More to follow.
. . . The RSVP Program - Selected Scott Borgman as the Seminarian to sponsor. Scott is attending Opus Dei Seminary, Rome, Italy. We are
contributing $500 at this time with plans to increase that amount at a later date.
. . . That a fundraiser is underway to support the wheelchair program. Brother Allan Fuhrman, from our Council is donating his theatre on
Sept. 20th. All proceeds will be earmarked for the wheelchair program.
. . . That a concrete pad was poured for our Church dumpster.
. . . A newspaper article was published in the "White County Newspaper," announcing our new officers and a brief history of the K of C,
how they got started, what our mission is and what are accomplishments were for the preceding year and what we intend to do this year.
. . . That a film library was built for our current members and for potential recruits.
DISTRICT 16 - (DD Stan Rapciewicz)
. . . That St Monica Council 12883 in Duluth will conduct a “Theology of the Body” seminar featuring Christopher West. Mr. West is
the author of: The Good News About Sex & Marriage, Theology of the Body for Beginners, Theology of the Body Explained, and his latest
best seller, The Love That Satisfies. He is a research fellow and faculty member at the Theology of the Body Institute and is one of the most
sought after speakers in the Church today! The seminars will be held on October 10th and 11th.
DISTRICT 17 - (DD Ron Kozak)
. . . St Catherine of Sienna Council 9923 in Kennesaw has been sponsoring a "tail-gate" party monthly during the summer months. Open
to the Parish, the Council has been serving hot dogs and burgers followed by a full length movie "under the stars". What a great recruiting
tool !
. . . Council 9923 has also been sending coffee to the troops in Iraq. With the cooperation of Starbucks, the Council has collected over 500
lbs. of coffee and has sent it to our troops on the lines. For more information on this program contact GK Mike Reynolds at
Miker@bellsouth.net
. . . St Joseph's Council 7662 in Dalton has undertaken a major project in committing $100K to help fund a new parking lot at their fast
growing Parish. In addition to various cash prizes the grand prize is a Classic 1987 Ferrari Mondial Cabriolet. Anyone wishing more information on how to help the Council in this endeavor can contact GK Tony Zanfardino at tzanfard@msn.com

(See “Didjano” Continued on page 7)
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(“Didjano "Continued from page 6)
DISTRICT 18 - (DD Gene Brannon)
. . . Gene Brannon achieved All Star District status for 2007-2008. He was one of only 6 district deputies in the Order to achieve Star
District and have all his councils achieve Star Council! To honor this achievement, Brother Gene will receive the All Star Varsity jacket
from Supreme. Gene was quoted as saying he would set up a schedule for the Grand Knights of his district to each get a chance to wear the
jacket since their efforts made it happen! Congratulations to Gene and all the councils in District 18 who share in this achievement!
. . . Fr. Grady Council 4410 had a temporary active council member when brother Knight and seminarian Mark Starr was at St. Mary’s
during his summer assignment. The council presented him with a very nice thank you gift before his return to seminary. The annual Ladies Appreciation Night saw a group of over 60 go to a local restaurant for dinner followed by a stage play of the “Beverly Hillbillies” at
the Rome Little Theater.
. . . Several members of Msgr. Regan Council 8731 spent a long and hot Friday morning trimming the approximately 500 feet of the
hedges that border the church property along the road. They also grilled the meat entrée for the annual Parish Family Pot Luck celebrating the life of Msgr. Michael Regan. At the officer installation dinner donations were presented to several local organizations including
Special Olympics, Tanner Hospice, Pregnancy Resource Center, Carroll County ARC, Carroll Emergency Shelter, and St. Vincent de Paul
Society along with two scholarship checks.
. . . Sweetwater Council 10821 recently presented a check to the Atlanta Airport USO from the proceeds of a spaghetti dinner at the parish. Members continue to staff the 10:30 pm to midnight shift of First Friday Adoration to ensure comfort of ladies in attendance at such a
late hour when returning to their cars. A call to the parish office prompted council members to move the entire household of a parishioner
that was forced to change residences.
. . . Fr. Mulvin Council 12287 recently sold tickets for the annual Paulding County Rodeo as a council fund-raiser and continues their aluminum can recycling project that completely funds their RSVP donations. Recently council members participated in a food drive and collected over 800 pounds of food for the parish St. Vincent de Paul Society.
. . . Tents and booths for the Feast of St. John Vianney celebration were setup and broken down by St. John Vianney Council 12580 members at their parish recently. The council also held their annual Family Picnic and continues to work with the St. Francis Table preparing
food packages for the community. The council also cooked breakfast for the parish school of religion Religious Education teachers.
DISTRICT 22 - (DD Mike Feeney)
. . . According to GK, Bill Rogers, Several Brothers of Blairsville Council 11746 assembled at the home of a widowed parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Catholic Church to Power Wash her home, as she requested, in order for her to be able to place it on the market for sale.
. . . On the feast of Corpus Christi, Brothers of the Council constructed an altar outside of church which, with altars constructed by other
church organizations, was used as a station during the procession and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament following mass.
. . . On June 26th and 27th Brother Knights relieved the sister of Brother Knight Jerry Jenkins so she could get a few hours in at her job.
Brother Jerry lay in bed awaiting his call home to the Lord which he received on June 30th.
. . . In preparation for the visit of the Archbishop, many Brother Knights came together to spruce up the grounds of St Francis of Assisi
Church, which was much appreciated by pastor Fr. Richard Wise.
. . . On June 10th, many Brother Knights of Council 11746 planned and conducted a Breakfast for the Parishioners of St Francis of Assisi
specifically and the public in general and raised over $600 for the local charities supported by the Council.
. . . St Francis of Assisi hosted two seminarians, Rey Pineda and Jorge Carranza, in June and July. On their last day, Council 11746 presented each of them with a check for $250 as part if its participation in the RSVP program. Plans are to follow up with an additional support
as funding permits this year and ongoing.
. . . On June 21st, Brothers of 4th Degree Assembly 2563 of the Blairsville and Blue Ridge Councils banded together their First Degree
Exemplification team for the Exemplification of 5 new Brother Knights for the Councils within the Assembly.
. . . On June 29th and again on August 3rd, the Assembly Color Guard assembled to escort the Archbishop as he presided over the Confirmation of members of Good Samaritan and St Francis of Assisi Churches. They were also present for the Dedication of the New Parish
Hall at St Francis of Assisi in Blairsville at the request of Most Rev. Richard Wise on August 3rd.
. . . On August 10th, many Brother Knights of Council 11746 planned and conducted a Breakfast for the Parishioners of St Francis of
Assisi specifically and the public in general. The majority of these proceeds will be donated to the Woman Enrichment Center (aka Appalachian Area Crisis Pregnancy Center) located in Blairsville, Ga.
. . . On August 16, 2008, the Brothers of Council 11746 planned and conducted an Italian Dinner. In addition to providing an evening of
parish gathering the event raised a substantial amount of money for charities supported by the Council.
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Columbian Charities Need Your Help
Gene Bishop, who is President of the Board of Directors of Columbian Charities of Georgia, needs our
help. The board is trying not to use incoming money designated for any of our charities such as Disabilities or Wheelchair for administrative expenses. The Board members and the Columbian Charities operations are covered on our web site (www.gakofc.org/ccgdocs08.pdf)
. Board members are not compensated as with Catholic Relief Services or some other charity. Still, we
have insurance, audit, per diem, mileage, postage and IRS expenses that have to be met. Currently, we are
trying to raise money with a raffle that is in progress, management of the Keep Christ in Christmas program that is in progress, a Sun Trust bank offer of $100.00 donation to a designated charity for each new account opened, and a few small
personal donations.
What we need is your help in getting the message out that we exist, we need and can help corporate or personal donors, we need operating
funds, and we are categorized as an IRS 501c3 (A fully tax deductible charity) Knights of Columbus charity in Georgia. Please contact
Gene (706-632-3316) if you can help.
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