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Page One News. . . !
By Tom Gruschow - Special Olympics Coordinator
Your Knights of Columbus work the Special Olympic Summer Games:
PSD John Brenner, Brother Tom Kline, and Brother Tom Gruschow worked as
evaluators at the Special Olympic Summer Games on Friday May 29 – 31. The
games were held at Emory University. We were called upon to observe each event
and complete evaluation reports that will enable the Special Olympics improve each
year. Some of the events held were swimming, track and field, volleyball, and tennis. Our special thanks go out to Brother John Brenner and Brother Tom Kline for
stepping up to help out. A letter of thanks from Kelli Britt, Sr. Coach Education and
Program Manager for the Summer Special Olympics of Georgia follows:
Dear Tom and Fellow Knights of Columbus:
On behalf of Special Olympics Georgia, I would like to take a moment to attempt to express my thanks and
appreciation for all that you did for the athletes during our State Summer Games.
Approximately 2400 coaches and athletes participated in the Summer Games. The games were a success!
I have heard a great deal of positive comments from other volunteers, parents, coaches, and athletes. The
final evaluation of the games is complete. The evaluation was comprised of comments from staff, volunteers, coaches, athletes, etc. With these comments, next year will be even better.
Thank you for your generosity, hard work, and efforts during the games. I look forward to working with
you in the future. Thank you again, for all you did, and continue to do, for Special Olympics Georgia.
Your Knights of Columbus Support Special Olympic Summer Camp - Camp Inspire (See Page 4)
On July 6-9, there was a Special Olympic summer Camp at Yargo State Park in Winder, GA. It is called
Camp Inspire. We, the Georgia Knights of Columbus, are sponsoring this camp by paying for this camp in
its entirety, and by providing 10 day volunteers each day to assist in many areas. This is something that has
never been done before and all the councils help is needed. Each council in the state is asked to donate at
least $150 before the end of the calendar year. The check is to be made out to Columbian Charities of GA.
Any questions please contact Special Olympics Coordinator Brother Tom Gruschow at towegr@aol.com or
770-570-9255. Please be a part of this worthy cause.

PSD John Brenner (far right) and Tom Kline and some
of the competitors are shown above and to the left.

From The State Deputy
By Jim St. John - State Deputy

I have just returned from the 127th Annual Meeting of the Supreme Council in
Phoenix. I want to report that Georgia is recognized as a leader in our Order.
The best evidence of this is the election of Immediate Past State Deputy Dan
Baker to the Board of Directors of the Knights of Columbus! But there was
other recognition as well. I was the only State Deputy chosen to be on the panel
of Supreme Membership Workshop. During the Workshop Director Dennis
Stoddard told the participants that they should contact successful states such as
Georgia and Texas to find the keys to our success. During his State of the Order
address Supreme Knight Carl Anderson singled out the Ultrasound Project donation to the Women’s Enrichment Center in Dalton. (You can see this on line
at http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/ en/convention_2009/skreport/citizenship.html)
This got the attention of EWTN and I was pulled out of the States Dinner for an interview on this project.
Recognition for our past achievements is great, but will be quickly forgotten if we don’t continue our
record of outstanding performance. We have many challenges ahead, not the least of which is recruiting
“Georgia - Living the Vision of the
Venerable
enough new members and retaining those we already have, so that we have the manpower we need to
accomplish the tasks before us. To these ends I am
Father Michael J. McGivney”
asking every council to use the targeted
recruiting form (available at
www.gakofc.org under “Resources.” ) If
you use this program, you WILL meet
your intake goals! I am also asking each
council to contact every member via
phone or face to face to ensure we make
contact with our members. The teams of
10 program is ideal for this. Voice or
face to face contact ensures we find out
when our brothers need our help. It also
Field Agent Jim Eisele, Membership and Program
prevents the horror stories we experience Coordinator Joe Pietruzynski and State Deputy James
when a widow returns from a funeral to
St. John of Georgia were among the speakers at a K
find a Knight Alert letter in the mail box, of C membership seminar Aug. 3.
or an out of work brother returns from
chemo-therapy to find he has been suspended for non-payment of dues, just when he
Georgia Knights of Columbus present a new ultrasound
needs our help the most.
machine to the Women’s Enrichment Center in Dalton,
Georgia on the Day of the Unborn Child, March 25, Georgia’s success has not gone unnoticed by our Brothers in neighboring states. Our
2009. From the State of the Order Address of the Su- Brothers in North Carolina routinely outperform us raising money for Charity. Their
preme Knight.

State Deputy challenged me to a bet; he says they are going to beat us in membership this
year. Believing in all of you I accepted his bet. I know you will not allow Georgia to be

beaten by a bunch of Tar Heels!
In response to a request from several councils, we have moved the State Charity Raffle from Spring to Fall. Last May at the Annual Meeting, many councils were very vocal about the need for this program to support Charities. These Charities are more in need than ever. Last
Spring fewer than 25% of the councils participated and about $29,000 was raised. WE CAN DO BETTER! If we can raise $5.00 per member, we will raise nearly $70,000! Remember, 50% of the money you raise will go directly to a Charity you designate. It costs you nothing

State Program Report

By Mark Corrigan - General Program Chairman
2010 is rapidly building to be one of the most exciting years yet. The 127 th Supreme Convention in Phoenix was enlightening as well as
educational. Although the International Program awards committee did not recognize the top five programs as last year, we are going to
continue to recognize the first & second runners up as well as the winners of each of the Service Programs.
(See “State Program Continued on page 7)
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Photo-Op - Officers Installation - State of Georgia*
Below - The new Warden and his family,
Mark McMullen

Above - The new State Deputy, Jim St.
John and his family

The New State Officers for Fraternal Year 2009-2010 (Left to Right in the Photo above):
Abbot Francis Michael - Monastery of the Holy Spirit - Conyers, GA, Daniel J. Baker - Immediate Past State Deputy, Mark J. McMullen - State Warden, Stewart H. Key III - State
Secretary, James C. St. John - State Deputy, Richard G. Sisko - State Treasurer, Sanford B.
Hillsman - State Advocate, Ronald Rigby - Executive Secretary, and Fr. Larry Niese - State
Chaplain
*All Photos courtesy of Dale Hall Photography
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Camp Inspire. . .

By Tom Gruschow - Special Olympics Coordinator
On July 6-10 Special Olympics Georgia held its first ever summer camp for special Olympic athletes, and of course, your Knights of Columbus in Georgia were called to action. The location of Camp Inspire was at Fort Yargo in Winder, Georgia. Saint Matthew Council
#13229 was the host council for support and coordination with the Special Olympics.
We were asked to provide adults to assists the camp counselors and the funds to finance the camp in its entirety. After communicating with
Supreme it was found out that this was a “1st time doing” for any state in the order. We are pleased to report that the camp was a LARGE
SUCCESS. The Brother Knights and one most special wife who responded became heroes in the campers and counselors eyes. They did
great. While the camp is over for this year the need for funds are not. Remember that each council was asked to donate $150 to Special
Olympics in Georgia for Camp Inspire. To those councils who have already sent their donation in thank you. For those who have not yet,
there is still time as the deadline is December 2009. A special thanks and God Bless goes out to the following for spending time at the
Camp:
Paul Frevele (GK) – Council # 13229, Michael Ostroski – 13229, John Harnachek – 13229, Mike Gerke – 13229, Tyler Harris – 13229,
Harry Hauck – 13229, Don Williams – 13229, Mike and Colleen Planovsky - 12905, Stephen Smith – 11746, Mike Kowalsh – 11746,
Corey Tufford – 11746, Luis Mancillas – 11746, Ron Pleus – 8081.
Kelli Britt, Sr. Coach Education and Program Manager for the Georgia Special Olympics concerning the camp wrote the following letter:
Dear Knights of Columbus:
On behalf of Special Olympics Georgia, I would like to take a moment to attempt to express my thanks and appreciation for all that you did
for the athletes during our first ever athlete camp, Camp Inspire.
Forty-six of our Special Olympics Georgia athletes enjoyed an experience of a lifetime. I truly believe that everyone left camp inspired.
You were a part of the success of the Camp and I thank you so much for that. Camp Inspire was truly a success and proved worthy of its
name!
Thank you for your generosity, hard work, and efforts during Camp. I look forward to working with you in the future. Thank you again, for
all you did, and continue to do, for Special Olympics Georgia.
In closing, I would like to share with you a personal thought about Special Olympics athletes:
Special Olympics athletes touch the very core of our being. They exemplify the very gifts of God that we should all display. They take nothing for granted, yet the world takes them for granted. They love unconditionally, yet the world puts conditions on their love. They see no
discrimination, yet the world discriminates. They do not judge, yet the world judges everything. Special Olympics athletes are the gifts
from God that we should all look to. If we ever question our existence, we should look to these athletes. They never question.

Photo Op - Camp Inspire
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News & Notes On YOUR Insurance Program
By John Jedlicka - General Agent

Your agency continues to grow and serve our members in the Jurisdiction of Georgia. By the time you receive this newsletter our members in the Peachtree City-to-Columbus area will have a new, dedicated agent. In November, our members
in Savannah and surrounding areas will have a new agent.
Your field agents continue to excel. Supreme has selected John Knight to attend the Field Agent’s school in New Haven.
Mike Sorsdahl is on track to follow in Knight’s footsteps. Meanwhile, Vernon Hatcher is the Number One agent in the
Order (that means worldwide, Brothers) in converting Associate members to Insurance members. Bro. Hatcher is truly
articulating Fr. McGivney’s dream and vision.
There are firm plans for the agency to grow in 2010 and throughout the year. I expect to have most of the jurisdiction of Georgia covered
by trained, dedicated field agents by the end of 2010. It is a long process, one dictated by the rules of Supreme so I ask your cooperation
and forbearance in getting agents assigned to your areas.
My plan is to have enough agents covering the state with definite plans to reach those councils who do not have an assigned agent. As always, I ask for your recommendations of men who might be interested in a career as a Field Agent.
In the meantime, the agency will forge ahead in making communications with me, your general agent, and your field agents easier. In September, your agency is starting a monthly contact newsletter that will be emailed to as many members for whom we have email addresses.
Please have your Financial Secretaries send me (via email) your Council’s roster along with email addresses in an EXCEL spreadsheet. My
email address is john.jedlicka@kofc.org. I’ll make sure your members receive this valuable information and financial planning tool.
In a separate development, your agency will soon have a website (www.jedlickaagency.com) where you and your members can go and get
information about our insurance program, product updates and contact information for the Field Agent covering your Council. The website
will also publish a list of scheduled degree ceremonials as we receive information about them.
God bless, brothers and Vivat Jesus.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Silver Rose Program
By David Canale - Pro-Life Chairman

Exciting Pro-Life news for the State of Georgia comes in September as a rose, the Our Lady of Guadalupe Silver Rose Program to be exact. This year, three Silver Roses will be escorted around the US, with the Rose arriving in Georgia from North
Carolina on Sunday, September 6th. It will be in our state through Saturday, September 26th, when it will be transferred to
Alabama. Eighteen councils have signed up to accept the Rose and hold the special prayer service that will accompany it. The
purpose of the Rose’s travel is to remind us all of the sanctity of human life and also to honor the Blessed Virgin Mary, under
her title Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas. All three Roses will eventually travel to Monterey, Mexico,
where they will cross the International Bridge and be presented to our Brother Knights in Monterey. If your council has signed
up to participate, please be sure to attend the special prayer service.
Also, please keep in mind that we are still trying to raise funds for our second ultrasound machine donation. We need your
help. Our State Deputy has asked all councils to hold a fundraiser specifically for this purpose. Please consider doing your
part for this worthy cause. Even if you can’t do a fundraiser, please consider “passing the hat” at your next meeting and sending the money
collected to Columbian Charities of Georgia. Every penny collected will help. Please do your part to end abortion and the assault on innocent human life.
Finally, please let your Congressional representatives and Senators know that as Knights, we oppose any health care reform legislation that
permits tax-payer funded abortions or that does not contain conscience protection language for health care workers. These two conditions
must be a part of any legislation. Whether you oppose or favor health care reform, please make your voice heard on these two issues. An
email or a letter will let them know our position. We must defend life and we must let them know that we want life defended.
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District Happenings - “Didjano That. . .”
. . . District Deputies are indeed real. Here is a great photo (right) of the group from the Installation of Officers ceremony at St Michael Archangel in Woodstock.
DISTRICT 5 - (DD Walter Cowan)
. . . On 24 July 2009, Msgr Daniel J. Bourke Council 3607 held
its annual Seminarian Dinner in support of the RSVP Program for
Seminarians. The evening was a successful one. For the eighth
consecutive year, the Council will provide $500.00 to each of the
Seminarians of the Diocese of Savannah.
DISTRICT 10 - (DD Ken Lucier)
. . . St. Marguerite d’Youville Council 12905 in Lawrenceville GA hosted a Parish wide Knights of Columbus Fraternal Benefits Night on
Monday July 20th. They inserted invitations in the Church Bulletin reaching out to all interested men and women of the Parish to attend and
hear why there are many good reasons to become a part of the Knights of Columbus. A first rate presentation was put on by the Georgia
General Agent John Jedlicka and was ably assisted by the local Field Agent Mike Sorsdahl. More than 30 parishioners attended the presentation and stayed afterward for refreshments and conversation with Council members, Insurance representatives and District Deputy Ken
Lucier.
A number of form 100’s were handed out; and two were completed on the spot with new members signed up! Grand Knight Mike Planovsky
was very pleased with the results of the event and will do it again when appropriate.”
. . . St. Oliver Plunkett Council 13440 in Snellville GA hosted another “Knights & Blood” drive on Sunday, July 19 th. The Council has
been hosting Red Cross Blood Drives for the past two years. It is a joint effort with the KofC Council 13440 Ladies Auxiliary. Representatives from both organizations attend every weekend mass for the two weeks prior to each blood drive. Their mission is to petition the parishioners to sign up for the upcoming drive. At least 120 signatures are needed to qualify for a blood drive and that target is always surpassed!
The night before the Blood Drive the Knights set up tables and chairs in the Parish Center as desired by the Red Cross.
On the day of the Blood Drive Knights and Auxiliary Ladies turn out at 7:00 AM to help the Red Cross unload their equipment and set up the
Parish Center for giving blood. They then man the sign up desks and donor stations and escort donors to the canteen area when they are finished giving blood. The canteen is stocked with juice and cookies brought by the Red Cross and also donated by the KofC Ladies Auxiliary,
Parish Women’s club, and other parishioners.
At the end of the day the Knights assist the Red Cross in packing up and loading their equipment back into their vehicles.
Is it worth the effort? The answer is YES! At this blood drive the goal was 109 pints of blood and they were able to supply the Red Cross
with a whopping 116 pints of life’s precious liquid!
(The Red Cross lead nurse said she was extremely pleased with that day’s success and is really looking forward to the next Blood Drive at
Saint Oliver Plunkett on November 15th!)”
DISTRICT 13 - (DD Greg Crynkovich)
. . . Thanks to the effort of Deacon Ray Egan with support from the All Saints Dunwoody
Council (11402), Greensboro Council (13808), Milledgeville Council (9458) and the Archdiocesan Deaconate program, the abandoned Catholic Cemetery at
Sparta, GA has been reclaimed. Pictures are attached
showing the final appearance. They are working with
District Deputy 9, Kevin York, and the leadership of
the Greensboro Council to see if we can't arrange one
year of intensive grounds keeping to keep the grass and
brush from over-running the cemetery, again.
This project received Honorable Mention at the State Convention.
DISTRICT 16 - (DD Vin O’Reilly)
. . . District #16 is in the process of forming a Second Degree Team to support our 1st Degree Brothers with their advancement. Our goal is to
be certified by December 31. Four of our five Councils have a First Degree Team in place and we expect the 5th one in place later this year.
. . . District Grand Knights meeting was conducted on August 8 and our Councils will complete their Leadership assignments, Membership
plans, Program plans and Budgets by August 31.
. . . Each Council will institute a Targeted Recruiting plan and Retention activity will begin on September 1…We’re not waiting until the first
quarter of 2010 to focus on our net Membership targets.
. . . Special thanks was given to Brother SK Jim O’Reilly, FS of the St Monica’s Council for developing a spreadsheet that is a productive
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tool to facilitate the electronic handling of the Membership Retention process from the Council to the DD to the State Deputy. Electronic
copies of the spreadsheet will be distributed to all DDs by the end of August for their consideration.
. . . Each of our Councils also has plans in place to create a Roundtable this year.
. . . District 16 provided the newsletter theme as shown on page one.
DISTRICT 21 - (DD Brad Burnett)
. . . Council # 6920, Gainesville – GK Chris Wolski, reports that several ministries at St. Michael’s church have join efforts and have built
a computer language classroom. There are currently fifteen student’s workstations and a teacher overhead projector for class demonstration.
Rosetta Stone software enables students to work as a group or at their own pace. Presently there a five full classes that meet at various times
throughout the week.
. . . Council # 7923, Lilburn - GK Steve Brischler began the new fraternal year with a new fund raising project. The council provided the
manpower to run a retail fireworks tent on Hwy 78. Sales were strong offering the council a nice commission for their efforts; this revenue
will help fund some of the council’s charity programs.
. . . Council # 12000, Norcross - This summer’s raffle ticket sales are going very well reports GK Adolfo Trana. The winning tickets will
be drawn Labor Day weekend. Prizes are Kroger gift cards of $1000.00, $500.00, and $250.00.
. . . Council # 14122, Lilburn - The church social hall has been painted and redecorated by the council. Fr. Patty felt the Knights of Columbus should have more visibility. One of the walls has been dedicated to ongoing recognition of the Knights of Columbus. It displays
Knights of Columbus flags, logos, portraits and awards.
DISTRICT 22 - (DD Mike Feeney)
. . . According to GK Harrell Newbury, Good Samaritan Catholic Church in Ellijay, Georgia held a Eucharistic Procession on June 14, 2009. The procession started at the church
proceeded around the town square then back to the church. While at the County Court
House Fr. Randy Mattox offered a blessing. Fr. Randy Mattox lead the procession along
with 2 seminarians Michael Revak and Ray Pineda. Knights from Good Samaritan Council 14181 and Honor Guard from Assembly 3185 accompanied FR. Randy
Mattox. Approximately 80 other parishioners were also in the procession.

(“State Program” Continued from page 2)

This year Supreme Council has added a new category to the list. We will be evaluating the best “Pro Life” program as well as the traditional “Church, Family, Council, Community and Youth” programs. We are hoping that everyone participates in the State Service Program
as we all have an obligation to “Tell the Knight’s Story.”
As a reminder, here are SOME of the criteria the selection committee uses in their judging process:
1.

Completeness: Were all of the Order requirements met?

2.

Presentation: How did the submission look?

3.

Clarity: Was the submission clear (and complete) as to what they were trying to do & was it submitted in the correct category.

4.

Supporting Information: Pictures, Parish bulletins, local publications, Order publications, etc.

5.

Did it meet the Program Submission deadline (IT MUST BE IN THE POSSESSION OF THE COMMITTEE BY APRIL 15 th).

Finally, as always, don’t lose sight of the purpose of these programs. We are members of the largest Catholic lay organization in the world.
If we remember the words of our immediate Past State Deputy and our newest Supreme Director, “The Good Works of the Order are accomplished at the Council Level,” we will never be a loser. As always, our guiding principals are Charity, Fraternity, Unity and Patriotism.
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SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING EVENTS:

25 - 3rd Degree Exemplification in Conyers - 10004

September

November

12 - 3rd Degree Exemplification in Dunwoody - 11402

10 - 4th Degree Exemplification in Atlanta

20 - 3rd Degree Exemplification in Savannah - 631

25 - 3rd Degree Exemplification in Marietta #9792

27 - 3rd Degree Exemplification in Macon - 925

December

October

5-6 - Mid Year DD Meetings - Location TBA

4 - 3rd Degree Exemplification in Albany - 3607
10 - 4th Degree Exemplification - Savannah
10 - Newsletter Input Date

Columbian Charities

By Tom Gissy - Columbian Charities Chairman
One of the best kept secrets in the Georgia Knights of Columbus is the Columbian Charities. Columbian Charities is a 501c3 non-profit
corporation created so that Councils would have the opportunity to solicit tax deductible funds from business and corporations for the
councils assorted charitable works. How does that work?
Most major corporations have money automatically included in their operation budget for local charities. Some corporations allow the
local stores to increase these amounts when they submit their annual budget request. Getting money from these corporations is a lot like
getting new members into the Order – it’s not going to happen if you do not ask!
So next time your council undertakes a fund rising drive approach the “big box” retailers and ask the manager if they would contribute and
tell them that they can make their check out to Columbian Charities for that tax deductible letter.
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