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Catholics in the United States face an unprecedented situation — one
that threatens the essence of our religious freedom. The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ health insurance mandate will
force Catholic organizations to provide insurance coverage for sterilization, contraception and abortifacient drugs for their employees. This
requirement, which takes effect next year, will be compulsory for every
Catholic organization.
Under this rule, the Knights of Columbus will be forced to use membership dues and money generated through insurance sales to fund health
care that provides drugs and procedures that violate the moral teaching
of the Catholic Church on the transmission and sanctity of human life.
Constitutional scholars have described the administration’s mandate as
unconstitutional and illegal. And the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has vowed to fight it, calling on the president to rescind his mandate
and urging Congress to pass legislation to protect our religious liberties.
This is not only a Catholic issue. Thousands of Protestant ministers
have publicly opposed the mandate, with some saying that they would go to jail before violating their religious beliefs.
In response to the firestorm of controversy that the mandate has created, the Obama administration has
offered a so-called accommodation. But what has been offered is both inadequate and unacceptable.
The administration argues that since contraception is less costly than childbirth, insurers can provide this
coverage for free, and therefore, Catholics and Catholic institutions should not be concerned. If the president’s logic were correct, insurance companies could offer many other prescription drugs for free, since
controlling blood pressure and cholesterol, for example, is less expensive than treating patients for heart
attack and stroke.
But we know that there is no such thing as a free lunch. The fact remains that Catholic organizations will
pay for health insurance programs for their employees, and those programs will be required to provide
services that violate our moral beliefs.
And the National Right to Life Committee has warned that the administration’s mandate may not stop
there. The administration’s logic provides the groundwork for mandating abortion coverage in the future
since abortion is less expensive than childbirth.
Never before has the federal government used its power to violate religious liberty in this way, insisting
that religious organizations pay for programs that violate their moral convictions.
A decade after drafting the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson wrote the Virginia Act for
Establishing Religious Freedom. In it, he stated: “To compel a man to furnish contributions of money for
the propagation of opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical.”
In the 1950s, the Knights of Columbus led efforts to have the words “under God” added to the U.S. Pledge
of Allegiance. These words came from Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address. Like Jefferson, Lincoln
knew that America’s greatness cannot be separated from the affirmation in the Declaration of Independence that we are a nation of inalienable rights “endowed by our Creator.”
Today, the Knights of Columbus has a critical role to play in defending our religious liberty. We must support our bishops when they insist that President Obama rescind his unjust mandate. We must also urge
members of Congress to pass legislation to protect our liberties. And we must pray that this threat to religious freedom will be overcome.

From The State Deputy
By Rick Sisko - State Deputy

As you all are aware, the Georgia State Convention was recently held in Augusta, GA. I
am pleased to say that with the help of all of our councils, we presented to the ARC of
Georgia a check for $15,000 and a $10,000 check to the Monastery of the Holy Spirit in
Conyers. We were unable to have a representative from Special Olympics; however, we
will be presenting a $35,000 check to Special Olympics at
our State Officer and District Deputy Installation on Saturday, June 30th. Katy Wilson will be present to accept
the check and speak to our group. Don Martin, PSD and
Chairman of the Convention Committee has stepped
down; however, John Brenner, PSD has agreed to be the
Chairman for next year's Convention. Don, thank you for
all that you have done for the Knights here in Georgia. Brothers, if you were
not able to attend, you missed a great Convention.
The Columbia Magazine for June 2012 had a picture of St. Thomas More and an article speaking to
his stand for religious freedom during the rule of King Henry VIII of England. We all know that St.
Thomas More was unable to turn the king away from his desire to be the head of the Church in
England. Today, our church is again under pressure to accept the mandates of a government seeking to have more control of our religion. The Church has designated June 21 thru July 4, 2012 as A
FORTNIGHT FOR FREEDOM. I ask all of our Grand Knights to contact their pastors as to how
the Knights can help support our clergy. Remember that our State Pin this fraternal year is St. Thomas More.

A Spiritual Message
By Archbishop William E Lori - Supreme Chaplain
THREE FORMS OF PRAYER
Jesus tells us to pray "without becoming weary" (Lk 18:1), and St. Paul advises us to "pray without ceasing" (1 Thes 5:17).
Does this mean that we should cease our daily activity and simply pray? Whereas contemplative religious spend much of their
day absorbed in prayer, most of us are called to punctuate our day with prayer so that everything we say or do is animated by a
prayerful spirit. That is why we should pray in the morning and evening, before and after meals, or when we are facing some
difficulty or temptation. The daily, prayerful reading of Scripture is a treasured and fruitful way to pray, as is the rosary. Laypersons also
profit greatly from praying the Liturgy of the Hours, which clergy and religious are required to pray.
In general, there are three forms of prayer: vocal prayer, meditation and contemplative prayer. Each of these requires us to focus on God
and his loving kindness, cultivating a heart that is free from distraction .
Vocal prayer involves praying with particular words, either mentally or out loud. We use our powers of speech to give voice to prayer,
wishing to give thanks and praise to God and to ask for the graces necessary to grow in holiness. The Our Father, which Jesus taught us to
pray, is the perfect form of vocal prayer and will be the focus of next month's column.
Meditation comes from the Latin word meditatio, which means "thinking over." A reflective form of prayer, it often begins with reading the
Word of God and allowing it to resonate in our mind and heart. Meditation engages our powers of thought and imagination, as well as our
emotions and desires. It marshals our interior powers to focus on the mysteries of our faith and on God's will for our lives. The practice of
daily mediation is a very important way to grow in holiness.
Lastly, contemplative prayer is a prayer beyond words, in which we simply gaze upon the Lord in silence and love. It might be likened to
the loving silence of a happily married husband and wife who no longer need a lot of words to convey their oneness of mind and heart. Contemplative prayer is a gift of the Holy Spirit that leads us to trustfully surrender ourselves to the Lord and his will for us. The practice of
contemplative prayer, as St. Teresa of Avila teaches us, is an indication of our growing friendship with Christ.
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Take a Closer Look at Our Order’s Benefits
By Michael McDonough - State General Agent & Carl A Anderson - Supreme Knight
Prior to his election as Pope Benedict XVI, in the 1980s Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger warned that without an
ethical foundation, market economies would collapse - unfortunately, too many companies – and too many
individuals who worked for those companies – compromised core values for the false promise of quick profit.
The United States, along with the whole world, is still suffering as a result.
Since the economic downturn in 2008, the ethics involved in business decisions have been a topic of much
discussion. Whatever else caused the downturn, there can be no doubt that greed was a key catalyst.
The key question is this: Can a business be both ethical and successful? The answer, of course, is yes. And
people know it. There are many such visionary enterprises, and one of these is the Knights of Columbus.
The Order has led by example both in our charitable giving and in our ability to run a successful business enterprise based on Catholic
social teaching. We consciously strive to safeguard the finances of our brother Knights and their families who invest with us and to treat our
employees fairly.
Our goal has never been simply to make money. Rather, the Order exists to protect the financial future of its members’ families. And our
brother Knights are our family. That is our strength – and a consideration that underlies all of our decisions. That is the rationale underlying
our program of insurance by brother Knights, for brother Knights.
Ethical dealings in any area, including business, must be based on the understanding of the dignity of each person, and on our responsibility
to our neighbor. A proper approach to business takes as its model the Good Samaritan and concern for our brother.
At the Knights of Columbus, that means that our investment standards rule out investing in companies that violate Catholic teaching in a
number of areas, including pornography and abortion. Yet, in one of the worst financial crises in memory, we still made money, and even
improved our strength relative to the industry – not by compromising our principles, but by holding to them
Basing profitability on time-tested moral values means basing decisions on bedrock and not on the shifting sands of the latest risky fad. This
is a truth that Father McGivney understood, a truth Pope Benedict understands, and it remains a guiding principle of the Knights of
Columbus.







The Knights of Columbus has been safeguarding the finances of Catholics since 1882.
Protect your income with our life and disability insurance.
Protect your assets with our guaranteed retirement annuities and long term care insurance.
Just as you can rollover your IRA’s to the K of C, you can also exchange your insurance.
Contact me at michael.mcdonough@kofc.org or 770-455-6313.

Help Support the “Brick Campaign”

KofC Council 14944 at Mary Our Queen Parish in Peachtree Corners, Ga. is supporting a brick campaign in the parish’s effort to disassemble a church in the Diocese of Buffalo, NY and move it to be the
church for Mary Our Queen parish. The church served St. Gerard’s parish in Buffalo until it was closed.
See the website www.movedbygrace.com The project has received widespread endorsement and media
attention.
The original project to build a final church at Mary Our Queen unexpectedly evolved into a larger project. In choosing to adopt and rebuild St. Gerard’s Church at Mary Our Queen, several larger goals became possible:






Save an irreplaceable ecclesiastical treasure build by working class, immigrant Catholics
Meet the growth needs of the Mary Our Queen parish while also expanding the parishes spiritual and practical outreach to the larger
community
Set a precedent for preserving Catholic heritage
Demonstrate concretely the catholicity of the Church by reaching across 900 miles and joining the hands of Catholics in Archdiocese
of Atlanta and the Diocese of Buffalo.
The Mary Our Queen council is seeking to engage Knights of Columbus nationally in a campaign to sell bricks to be
used in a Knights of Columbus walkway. The campaign to move the church is called “Stone-by-Stone.” The Knights
would make a contribution “brick-by-brick.” Already councils in other parts of the country have responded. If your
council would be willing to support this effort to sell bricks, please contact Fr. David Dye at Mary Our Queen - 770416-0002 or ddye@archatl.com or Joan Murphy jmmurphy@maryourqueen.com You can also purchase a brick
individually on the website - www.movedbygrace.com.
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State Charities Raffle Program - Fraternal Year 2012-2013
By Pat Barnes - State Raffle Chairman

It has been an honor and a privilege to have served as the Chairman of the State Charities Raffle for the past fraternal year. I would like to thank all those Councils who made participation in the raffle a part of their Council’s programs’ agenda. I have been asked by the Worthy State Deputy, Rick Sisko, to serve as chairman for the 2012-2013
Fraternal Year.
Our goal at the beginning of the 2011-2012 fraternal year was to increase participation by the councils across the
state. As a result of the revision to the Council distribution program, the State Charities Raffle as of this date (June
12, 2012) has collected $40,348. The overall Council participation rate was 52%
Checks for the Councils’ designated charities will be distributed over the next several weeks to the local council for
presentation to their local charity or charities. The remainder of the proceeds will be given to Columbian Charities.
At the 2011 State Convention, no recommendation was made for a charity to receive funding from the State Raffle
I want to recognize three Councils for their outstanding effort in selling raffle tickets. Two Councils sold 100% of
their allocated tickets. They are Council 15161, Deacon Mike J. O’Brien and Council 15238, Blessed Mother Mary.
Council, 7601, Holy Trinity, had the highest ticket sales of $3240 which represented a membership participation rate
of 60%
For the Fraternal Year 2012-2013, the Council Distribution Incentive Program will again be used. The funds distributed back to the councils for their local charities will be based on ticket sales.
The Charities Raffle Program Funds Distribution is as follows:
 Sell $250 in tickets – The Council will receive 50 % for designated Charity/Charities.
 Sell $500 in tickets – The Council will receive 55 % for designated Charity/Charities.
 Sell $750 in tickets - The Council will receive 60 % for designated Charity/Charities.
 Sell $1000 in tickets- The Council will receive 65 % for designated Charity/Charities.
 Sell $1250 in tickets – The Council will receive 70 % for designated Charity/Charities.
 Sell $1500+ in tickets - Council will receive 75% for designated Charity/Charities.
Councils will submit their Charity Request Forms identifying their local charity or charities and its Tax ID number to receive their
portion of the distribution. The deadline to submit the Council Charity Form will be June 1, 2013. A copy is attached to this correspondence.
The number of tickets per council was determined by their headcount as of July 1, 2012. Ticket allocation was 5 per member. The
raffle tickets were $5 each or $20 for 5 tickets. The tickets were stapled in books of five for easier selling. It is planned to distribute
the tickets at the Grand Knights Meetings in July.
The individual members who sell the winning tickets will receive 10% for his efforts.
The prize monies allocated for the State Charities Raffle Drive are:




1st Place - $5000
2nd Place - $2500
3rd Place - $1000

In addition to funds distributed to the Councils, three nonprofit organizations were approved at the 2012 State Convention to receive
funds from 2012-2013 State Raffle. They are:




GraceWay Recovery Residence for Women, Albany, GA submitted by Council 3607
The Pregnancy Center in Forsyth, GA submitted by Council 12948.
Life Choice Pregnancy Resource Center in Jackson, GA submitted by Council 12984.

I would like to thank the District Deputies for continuing to encourage their councils to participate in the Charities Raffle Program.
If there are any questions about the upcoming State Raffle, please contact me (770-761-0147).
Please check on our web-site for the official reporting form to be filled out by the Grand Knights or Financial Secretaries of
each council and submitted to me. (www.gakofc.org)
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2012 State Program Awards
Church
1 - St. Marguerite d'Youville Council 12905
Frontline Faith – Rosaries for Warriors
Chairman – Mike Planovsky
Grand Knight – David Swint
2 - Henry T. Ross – Council 1939
Knights for St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church
Chairman – John Carbonell
Grand Knight – Anthony Albenze
3 - Msgr. Michael J. Regan Council 8731
50th Anniversary Church Restoration
Chairman – Chuck Klug
Grand Knight – Rich Parcels

Community

Family
1 - Saint Stephen the Martyr Council 14122
Shawn Morse Fund Raiser
Chairman – John A. Poplin
Grand Knight – Michael T. Basak
2 - All Saints Council 11402
Turning a Parish into a Pumpkin Patch
Chairman – Brian Van Gundy
Grand Knight – Stanley Wasowski
3 - St. Benedict Council 10633
Georgia Special Olympics – Polar Plunge
Chairman – Bob Dukes / Patrick Gannon
Grand Knight – Richard J. Ooten

Pro-Life

1 - Pope John Paul II Council 13808
Pirates of the Oconee
Chairman - Robert Hartland
Grand Knight - James Collins
2 - Msgr. Daniel J. Bourke Council 3607
Feeding the College Habitat Challenge Students
Chairman – Michael Cauley
Grand Knight – Michael Cauley
3 - Fr. James A. Grady Council 4410
Knights of Columbus Labor Day Bar-B-Que
Chairman – Jim Powell
Grand Knight – Pat Adams

1 - Blue Ridge
March for Life
Chairman – Deacon Loris Sinanian
Grand Knight – Dave Pierman
2 – Deacon William P. Lakin Council 6514
Music Knight of Ultrasound
Chairman – John Steffl
Grand Knight – John Steffl
3 – Catholic Church of St. Ann Council 8376
Ultrasound Parish Awareness/Horseshoes for Sonogram Fundraiser
Chairman – Larry Moyer
Grand Knight – Gary E. Sherman

Council

Youth

1 - Fr. Charles J. Kerscher Council 10004
Gibson Way Project – Aiding a Brother's Family
Chairman – Rick Fox
Grand Knight – Joe Harding
2 - Islands Council 10579
Islands Council 20th Anniversary Celebration
Chairman – Patrick McMahon
Grand Knight – George Miller
3 - Saint Monica's Council 12883
Frontline Faith MP3 Players
Chairman – Ronald Simard
Grand Knight - Ronald Simard

1 - Holy Trinity Council 7601
Squires Veterans Appreciation Dinner
Chairman – David Cheverino
Grand Knight – Joe Witman
2 - Saint Marguerite d'Youville
Youth Scholarship Essay Contest
Chairman – Doug Geganto
Grand Knight – Mike Planovsky
3 - St. Thomas the Apostle Council 12386
Stations of the Cross for Children, led by Children
Chairman - Joseph Yorio
Grand Knight – James E. Hagan
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District Happenings - “Didjano That. . .”
DISTRICT 18 (DD Jerry Mock)
. . . That two graduates received Scholarship help from Sweetwater Council 10821. On the left is
Laura Dart whose father is a member, in the center is GK Joseph Rizzo and the right is Brother
Dominic Snyder whose Father is also a Member. They both received $500.
. . . That On March 9, 2012 Brother Leonard Santangelo of Sweetwater Council 10821 was honored at the Local American Legion by the County and City of Douglasville with a dinner where he
received many citations.
Brother Leonard is a Pearl Harbor Survivor and at this honoring ceremony the Council presented
him with the Knight of the Month Certificate and a Certificate from Supreme for 50 Years of Service in the Knights of Columbus.
. . . That Sweetwater Council 10821 celebrated at the First Mass for Father
Mark Starr who was a member of and whom they sponsored through the
RSVP Program. He was ordained on Saturday June 2, 2012.
One photo shows a grouping of Council Members with Father Mark.
The other photo is the back of the chasuble that we presented to Father Mark
with the Emblem of our Order.
DISTRICT 8 (DD Andrew Shafer)
. . . That an award was presented to Mark Miklos of Flowery Branch Council 13457 by the National Restaurant Association with an announcement as follows: Waffle House – A public-private
partnership to secure foodservice safety post-disasters. This restaurant chain, in partnership with
state health departments, developed a comprehensive business continuity plan featuring tight food
safety protocols to ensure speedy and safe reopening after natural disasters. In addition, Waffle
House works closely with FEMA and state emergency management agencies as an active Private
Sector Partner when responding to natural disasters. Pictured on the photo to the right are Roz
Mallet (left), Chairperson of the National Restaurant Association and, Dawn Sweeney (right), President. The “debonair chap” in the center is Brother Miklos.
DISTRICT 20 (DD James Clifford)
. . . That on May 27, 2012, Council 7601 and St. James the Apostle Catholic Church in
McDonough held a cookout in honor of Rev. Mr. Michael Revak. Deacon Revak was ordained into
the Deaconate on May 26th and assisted at his first Mass just before the cookout, which was attended by hundreds of parishioners. Council 7601 was proud to sponsor this event as Deacon Revak
is a member of the Council and it has been supporting him under the Refund Support Vocations
Program. Rev Mr. Michael Revak anticipates ordination into the Priesthood next year."
. . . That on Sunday, May 6, 2012 over 300 parishioners of St.
James the Apostle Catholic Church honored the Blessed Mother
with a procession and crowning. Fr. James Flanagan, Pastor and
fellow Knight, led the service with Fr. Chito Palang, also a fellow Knight, co-officiated. The children of the
First Communion class placed crowns on Mary and the infant Jesus. The rest of the class and children of St.
James placed flowers at her feet. Brother Knights Jim Zakutansky (PGK), Joe Stonica, Alan Carter
(Advocate), and Hue Huckaby provided the Fourth Degree Honor Guard. Brothers Joey Witman, David
Cheverino (Chancellor), Joe Alfano (PGK) and Jim Clifford (PGK) carried a statue of the Blessed Mother and the children of Brothers Ted Harada (DGK) and Charles Iner were the altar
servers.
. . . That Brother Joey Landon, Third Degree Knight and Outside Guard of Holy Trinity Council 7601 of
McDonough recently won a Gold and Silver medal at a Special Olympics Ski Competition in Boone, North
Carolina. Brother Joey brought his medals to the Council meeting on March 6, 2012 to proudly share with his
brother Knights. Joey exemplifies the principles of the Order by participating in our activities whenever possible.
Please join Council 7601 in congratulating him.
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DISTRICT 11 (DD John Berry)
. . . That Transfiguration Council #10362 hosted a “Clergy
Appreciation Dinner” with the 4th Degree in attendance as an
Honor Guard. Among the dignitaries who enjoyed the meal
were His Grace, Archbishop Wilton Gregory, priests from
neighboring parishes, their own pastor, Monsignor Patrick
Bishop, and State Council representatives, PSD John Brenner,
and Executive Secretary, Ron Rigby. Over 30 seminarians attended. They served 145 dinners. To add a bit more fun to the already enjoyable evening, they asked the seminarians to join around the dessert table for a photo op, then serve cake
to all guests seated at the dinner tables. As you can imagine, it delighted the crowd and created a
lot of interaction among everyone! The event grossed in excess of $3,500. All net proceeds will
be sent to the seminarians.
FIELD AGENT NEWS
In March 2012, twenty new field agents came to the home office for training. the group, pictured
on the right, had the special opportunity to meet and
take a photo with Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson. Georgia Field Agent Russell Cornell is in the
front row - (right side photo).
In May, 20 Knights completed new field agent
school in New Haven Connecticut. Georgia’s own
Darrell Swope (left side photo) is currently leading
for the coveted title of “Rookie of the Year.”

Photos From the Convention - By Tom Frizzi
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St Thomas More
A Man For All Seasons

Cutaneous Malignant Melanoma
By Dr Joseph Lazzarini - Health Services Director

This skin malignancy accounts for 3 to 5% of all skin cancers and is responsible for 75% of all death from
skin cancer. In the summer months when we are expose to the sun rays more often can become a hazzard to
our skin, specially for those with an increase number of moles or dysplastic nevi and family history of the
disease are at increase risk compare with the general population. One important tool in your self evaluations
the ABCDE mnemonic with tells : A = asymmetry; B = border irregularities; C = color variations; D= diameter; E = evolution. Any suspicious pigmented lesion should be biopsied. Treatment and cure of melanomas is based
on how deep the lesion (1mm or deeper) and whether the dermatologist or the surgeon can remove all the affected tissue
and no nodes are involved. Please protect your skin you can not replace it.
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