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From The Past State
Deputy - Rick Sisko

The State Convention was a huge success.
This was largely due to the Convention
Committee and especially to the leadership
provided by John Brenner, Dale Hall, Mike
Feeney, and Dick Lanyi. Several Grand
Knights told me that they learned a lot about
what the Knights of Columbus in Georgia are able to accomplish
for their church and communities. In that light, I would recommend that all of our
Brother Knights attend a State Convention as a delegate or as a 3rd degree member.
Brothers, it is hard to believe that my two years as your State Deputy is coming to an
end. Where did that time go? Many Council Officers will also be stepping down
from their leadership positions as well. However, I know that we all will continue to
work for the Knights of Columbus here in Georgia. I have always told our new 3rd
Degree members that "you do not have to be a council or assembly officer to be a
leader.” Knights lead by example - be it working cleaning the pots and pans at a
Lenten Fish Dinner or soliticing donations for charity on a wet, cold, raining Sunday
afternoon, we are leading by example.
The Supreme Knight, Carl Anderson, has stated that we Knights should never take
the approach that a duty or program is good enough. That is a common pitfall of
which all of us must be aware and strive to overcome. I have challenged our present
District Deputies, Council and Assembly Officers to be able to say that they left
their position in a better condition than when they assumed that position. I know that
I have tried to follow the Supreme Knight's request and will continue to be an asset
to the Knights of Comubus.
Now that my travels across the State of Georgia as State Deputy have come to an
end, I thank all the Councils and Brother Knights and their families that Kathy and I
have visited. In every instance, the warmth and fellowship offered to us has made
me proud to be a Knight of Columbus. Know that we will keep you and your families in our prayers and cherish all of those good memories.
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Our Vision
The Knights of Columbus will be the premier Catholic lay organization in Georgia .

Our Mission
We are the strong right arm of the Church, developing and implementing programs to
serve the needs of our Church, families, youth, communities, and councils, embracing
the
Culture of Life.

From The State Deputy
By Sanford Hillsman - State Deputy

First let me thank all of you for your support during my
past years of service to the State in the offices I have held.
Your support will make 2013/2014 a remarkable year of
achievement for our State. We have a lot of work to be
done; we are in the beginning of a new year of hope.
Our State will grow only with your dedication and
commitment. Commitment to programs that serve
the entire parish community, service to our Priests
and Bishops, continues to build our community,
which is the Church…especially heeding the word of Father McGivney
to become holy men doing the will of God.
Again, thank all of you for your help and I hope you will feel free to
contact me or any of the State Officers with any issue. We are here to
serve. That’s why you elected us and placed your trust in us for leadership. Thank you again.
WE ARE BUT A PENCIL IN GOD’S HAND

The Quotable Pope Francis . . .
Excerpted From the Columbia Magazine

On Christian Life
How does Joseph respond to his calling to be the protector of Mary, Jesus and the Church? By being constantly attentive to God, open to the signs of God’s presence and receptive to God’s plans, and not simply to his own. … In him,
dear friends, we learn how to respond to God’s call, readily and willingly, but we also see the core of the Christian vocation, which is Christ! Let us protect Christ in our lives, so that we can protect others, so that we can protect creation!”
– Inaugural Homily, March 19
“Being Christian is not just obeying orders but means being in Christ, thinking like him, acting like him, loving like him; it means
letting him take possession of our life and change it, transform it and free it from the darkness of evil and sin. … Let us show the joy
of being children of God, the freedom that living in Christ gives us which is true freedom, the freedom that saves us from the slavery
of evil, of sin and of death!” – Audience, April 10
“We too should be clear in our Christian life that entering the glory of God demands daily fidelity to his will, even when it demands
sacrifice and sometimes requires us to change our plans.” – Audience, April 17
“In this period of crisis, today, it is important not to turn in on ourselves, burying our own talent, our spiritual, intellectual, and material riches, everything that the Lord has given us, but, rather to open ourselves, to be supportive, to be attentive to others. … Set your
stakes on great ideals, the ideals that enlarge the heart, the ideals of service that make your talents fruitful. Life is not given to us to
be jealously guarded for ourselves, but is given to us so that we may give it in turn.” – Audience, April 24
On Grace and Forgiveness
“The Lord never tires of forgiving — never! It is we who tire of asking his forgiveness. Let us ask for the grace not to tire of asking
forgiveness, because he never tires of forgiving. Let us ask for this grace.” – Homily, March 17
“Sometimes it may seem as though God does not react to evil, as if he is silent. And yet God has spoken. He has replied, and his answer is the cross of Christ: a word that is love, mercy, forgiveness.” – Address, Good Friday, March 29
“This is the invitation which I address to everyone: Let us accept the grace of Christ’s resurrection! Let us be renewed by God’s mercy; let us be loved by Jesus; let us enable the power of his love to transform our lives, too; and let us become agents of this mercy,
channels through which God can water the earth, protect all creation and make justice and peace flourish.” – Urbi et Orbi Message,
Easter
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2012 – 2013 State Program Award Winners
By Timothy S. DeSmet, Sr., State Program Director

The first place winners of the State Program Awards are:
Church Program
1st – In order to celebrate this church's 25th Anniversary, some serious renovations to the church
facility were required. In all, 5 months worth of work, and the Council was involved in every
detail to accomplish the task at hand. Total Sanctuary restoration, managing transitional masses, planning for the re-dedication mass and feeding the 1500 guests for the celebration with 12
priests, Msgr. Corbett and the 2 Atlanta Bishops.
Chairman: Mike Dawkins
Grand Knight: Richard J. Ooten
Program title: St. Benedict 25th Anniversary – Support for Sanctuary Remodeling
St Benedict Council 10633 – Duluth
Community Program
1st – The Parish School wanted a soccer field so this Council teamed up with a nearby Charter School that had the same need.
The Knights organized the bulldozing, grading, sodding and now the maintenance of the field. This Council brought two
schools together to provide an opportunity for over 500 children to play soccer. In addition the field generates $50,000 annual
income to the parish.
Chairman: Mark Zamora
Grand Knight: Mark Noel
Program title: “If You Build It, He Will Help”
Deacon Mike J. O'Brien Council 15161 – Atlanta
Family Program
1st – A member of this Council's wife was suddenly diagnosed with COPD and was in need of a double lung transplant. 17
months of suffering later, lungs became available. The Council organized a golf outing “Drives and Divots for Debbie”.
$26,000 was raised to pay for her post surgical anti-rejection medications that cost $35,000 per year.
Chairman: Doug Geganto – Tim Borah – Ron Holmes
Grand Knight – David Swint
Program title: Drives and Divots for Debbie
St. Marguerite d'Youville Council 12905 – Lawrenceville
Youth Program
1st – Fr. Kevin Peek Contacted the Council and requested assistance. One of his responsibilities is the Georgia Tech Catholic
Center. He asked the Council to provide monthly dinners and a couple of brunches at the Center, leadership for the tailgate
fundraisers, moral mentoring and plain old cash. This Council understood the importance of continued faith support and formation for the students and took care of Fr. Peek's requests.
Chairman: Robert L. Morelos
Grand Knight: Greg S. Howe
Program title: Georgia Tech Catholic Center Support
Holy Family Council 9792 – Marietta
Culture of Life Program
1st – Think about these numbers, 1500 hours, 150 Knights and 75% of the Council participating. This Council has had this program for many years. The Knights work at the Atlanta Motor Speedway managing some of the campgrounds during race
week. This is a 24 hour a day endeavor for a week. The Council voted unanimously to donate this years proceeds to procure an
ultrasound machine for the Henry County Pregnancy Resource Center. $11,500 was raised and Supreme matched that amount.
Another ultrasound in Georgia thanks to the hard work of the Knights of Columbus.
Chairman: Steve Gebhart
Grand Knight: Ted Harada
Program title: Speedway Prolife Fund Raiser
Holy Trinity Council 7601 – McDonough
Council Program
1st – This 9 year old Council gathered together photographs, newspaper articles, thank you accolades and bulletin announcements depicting the programs that they have sponsored over the life of the Council. Over 75% of the Council members are
pictured in the album.
Chairman: Thomas Partington
Grand Knight: Richard L. Nutt
Program title: St. Mark Council 13491 Historical Album
St. Mark Council 13491 – Clarksville
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Andersonville Memorial Day Mass

Annual Memorial Day celebrations
across our great country are a cherished tradition, and this is no more
apparent than at Andersonville National Historic Site. This site in Macon
County is the site of the former Camp
Sumter (Andersonville Prison), a Confederate prisoner-of-war camp which
housed a total of 45,000 Union prisoners during the Civil War. Also included on the grounds are the Andersonville National Cemetery with 13,714
graves, and the National Prisoner of
(L-R) Father Mariusz, Father Ray, Father Stephen,
War
Museum.
and Father Joe entering for Mass.
For the past 30 years or so, Knights of
Columbus and family members from Districts 4, 5, and 6 have gathered here
on Memorial Day to celebrate an outdoor Mass. This year, the Mass was concelebrated by Fr. Stephen Pontzer (St. Teresa’s-Albany), Fr. Joe Adams (Fort
Benning),and Fr. Mariusz Fuks (St. Anne’s-Columbus). Our own Associate
State Chaplain, Fr. Ray Levreault from Thomasville, served as homilist. 15 Sir
Knights from surrounding Assemblies served as the honor guard for the event.
Approximately 120 parishioners from Valdosta, Warner Robins, Columbus,
Americus, and Albany attended the Mass, and afterwards, enjoyed a grilled
hamburger-and-hot dog picnic with a multitude of donated covered dishes.
The weather for the event was perfect, and as in the past, it has never been
rained out. We suspect the hand of God is at work here!

15 Sir Knights, including State Deputy-Elect Sanford
Hillsman, assembling for the Honor Guard at Mass.

Camp Inspire. . .

Fr. Joe Adams beginning the Mass celebration.
th

st

. . . Was held on Monday, June 17 at 10:00 am until Friday, June 21 at 10:00am.
The camp is one week long and is devoted exclusively to Special Olympics athletes. More than 100 Special Olympic
Athletes will spend the week at Camp Twin Lakes in Warm Springs, Georgia.
During the camp sessions, Special Olympic athletes mingle, learn from each other
and train for the upcoming Olympics.
It was great week at the Camp with many activities planned for all of the athletes
attending. Activities planned included, but not limited to, swimming, archery, fishing, boating, hiking, arts and crafts, sports, and so much more. There were nightly
activities that were planned by the Camp Dream staff.
The camp is staffed with medical professionals and qualified volunteers who undergo rigorous training to ensure their capability to serve as camp counselors and instructors.
Camp Inspire is a non-denominational camp, reaching out to Special Olympic athletes.
The Knights of Columbus of Georgia are the hosting sponsors of this charitable endeavor following the example set by
our international organization which is the largest supporter of the Special Olympics.
Contact Mike Fortunato at mike.fortunato@sbcglobal.net for more information.
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Tattered American Flags Disposal

The Knights of Columbus, Alpine Assembly 3023 located in Clarkesville, has a patriotic
program to collect tattered American flags for dignified disposal. The Alpine Assembly
includes Fourth Degree Knights from the Knights of Columbus Councils at St. Helena
Catholic Church in Clayton, St. Mary Catholic Church in Toccoa, St. Mark Catholic Church
in Clarkesville, and St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church in Cleveland.
The Alpine Assembly delivers flags received from private individuals, government agencies, churches and businesses to The American Legion, Toccoa-Stephens County Post 104,
and local Northeast Georgia Boy Scout Councils for proper disposal in a ceremony held to
destroy old flags with dignity. Over the past several years Lou Bonadies of the Alpine Assembly has collected over 100 old, torn, soiled, faded, tattered, damaged, or no longer presentable American Flags.
America celebrates Flag Day on June 14, the anniversary of the adoption of the Stars and Stripes as the official flag of the United States of
America by the Continental Congress on June 14, 1777. The flag is displayed on all Government buildings. Americans are urged to display
the flag on that day and during National Flag Week, the entire week in which Flag Day occurs.
In preparation for displaying the flag, inspect it for stains or damage. Flags that are still serviceable should be dry cleaned, or washed if dry
cleaning facilities are not available. When an American flag is in such condition that it is no longer a fitting display, it should be destroyed
in a dignified way, preferably by burning.
Organizations, agencies or individuals should contact any Knights of Columbus Member to arrange delivery of an unserviceable flag to Lou
Bonadies of the Alpine Assembly, telephone: 706-754-1782.
The photo depicts Lou Bonadies, Knights of Columbus Alpine Assembly 3023 Coordinator, delivering several unserviceable American
Flags to William Tucker, The American Legion, Toccoa-Stephens County Post 104 recipient.

Knight and Family of the Year

Loren and Frances Simpson have been selected as “State Family
of the Year.” Frances has been actively involved with the Military
Council of Catholic Women whenever there are Council events that
need the support. They both are always volunteering for events that
the council is involved in such as fund raisers, family programs and
children's sports events. They both have committed themselves to
the yearly Passion Play.
Though all of their children are now grown and out of the house,
they were a true INVOLVED family in all council functions and
activities. They now involve their two grandchildren also.
They have been involved with the yearly Deanery living rosary,
Georgia right to life, First Communion, and Confirmation. Many in
the Parish look at their ACTIONS as a great mentoring of their
faith.
They are a vibrant part of our Catholic community, you see them at
every event in the parish, both before and after, the event. They are
Pictured above are Don DeClue DD-24, Kang McCarthy, GK Tim
tireless in their willingness to do whatever is necessary, in time or
money, so that the activity or program may be success and spiritual. McCarthy, Frances Simpson, FS “Lucky” Simpson, and PGK Al Larson .
Photo is through the courtesy of Judith Kriegel
Past Grand Knight and Sir Knight Allen Larson has been selected as “State Knight of the Year.” He is 75 years old and joined
the Knights of Columbus on New Year's Day 1986 at the Patrick Walsh Council 677. He is a Charter Member of Saint Michael The Archangel Council 14773 and served as Grand Knight 2011 - 2012. He Serves as a First Degree Team Member and is now Third Year Trustee
and Community Activity Chairman where he heads the Food For The Poor Program for our council. This program under his guidance has
provided a combined total of over 6700 pounds of food to the Catholic Social Services of Augusta and the Thanksgiving Meals For Soldiers
Program at Fort Gordon providing complete meal packages with Turkeys to 53 families of the 63rd Signal Battalion.
Al retired as a First Sergeant in 1980 with over 24 years of service. He entered the Army in July 1954 at age 17 initially serving in the Infantry and later in the Signal Corps. He served in all leadership positions from Squad Leader to First Sergeant. In Viet Nam he was the
Communications Site Chief at Ahn Ke and earned the Bronze Star while in defense of his site when it was attacked during the 1968 Tet
Offensive.
He is very active in our Church activities, serving as Eucharistic Minister, Usher, arranged the preparations for our Corpus Christi procession and recently as an Elder in our live Passion reenactment. He provides funds to support RSVP and one of our two Seminarians. He
helps with the cooking chores during our parish picnic, pancake supper, Saint Patrick's Day celebration, Valentine's Day and the parish
Christmas party. When the Nativity Scene figures needed reconditioning for the Christmas Holidays, Al took on that project. He also built
the three self standing crosses used in our Live Passion Reenactment. They can be easily assembled and disassembled, are very sturdy and
can independently support the weight of one parson.
(See “Knight & Family Continued on page 8)
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District Happenings - “Didjano That. . .”
DISTRICT 20 (DD Jim Clifford)
. . . That Holy Trinity Council 7601 in McDonough

had 15 different brother Knights propose new members in the 2012/2013 fraternal year. DD Jim Clifford
presented the Venerable Michael J. McGivney Medallion to nine of them. Pictured (l to r) are: District Deputy 20 Jim Clifford, Christopher Zaworski, DGK David Cheverino, Chancellor Arnold Cole, Recorder
Tom Kicak, Sir Knight Phillip Small, GK Ted Harada,
PGK Steve Gebhart, Family Programs Director Ray
Lightner, and Faithful Navigator and Council Membership Director Al Rodriguez. For the year, Council
7601 recruited 16 new Knights, with two pending the honors of the First Degree in June. That will be three recruits above the Supreme assigned goal.
DISTRICT 24 (DD Don DeClue)
. . . That St. Joseph the Worker Council 13437 of Augusta donated more than EIGHT HUNDRED
DOLLARS to the Shiloh Comprehensive Community Center of Augusta to feed the hungry. The
Shiloh Baptist Association founded Shiloh Orphanage in 1902 as a Black Orphanage. The orphanage
played an important role historically by providing housing, care, and education for black children
without families in a time when governmental assistance was not available. The orphanage had a
vegetable garden and used some of the acreage to graze cattle. At Shiloh, the older children took
care of younger children. Some of the older residents worked in the homes of white citizens. The children’s chores included washing, ironing, cleaning, and working in the garden. For entertainment, they
played games in the yard, took walks in the neighborhood, and read books. After operating for over
60 years, the orphanage closed in 1970.
In 1977, the Shiloh Comprehensive Community Center opened to serve citizens in the area and began using the orphanage buildings. They have a Feed a Kid Breakfast program in the summer
months and also run a Girls Summer Camp, as well as feeding the hungry. Frank and others
did some much needed repairs to the buildings at the center also.
. . . That St. Joseph the Worker Council 13437 and St. Joseph Parish of Augusta welcomed
the Silver Rose to Georgia - May 26th at a bilingual Mass celebrated by the Most Reverend Gregory J. Hartmayer, Bishop of Savannah? The ceremony, orchestrated by Fr. Pablo Migone, Parochial Vicar at St. Joseph received praise from all who attended. The service included a Spanish
Choir and a Hispanic reception followed the Mass. Council 13437 set the bar high for next
year’s Georgia recipient at the border.
The Silver Rose will travel throughout a number of councils and will culminate with a service in
the Savannah Cathedral on June 22, 2013. The photo on the right shows Grand Knight 13437
David Lucero (far right) along with the Bishop, Color Corps, and State Officers welcoming the
Silver Rose to Georgia
. . . That St. Michael the Archangel Council 14773, of Ft. Gordon took home a Church Program Award for their works of “Charity to the
Military Services Seminarian Program.”
. . . That a little girl's dream came true? Augusta's Patrick Walsh Council 677, heard the story of Jordon Richardson who is suffering with
Primary pulmonary hypertension (PPH), and was given a short life expectancy of five years. However, Jordan is now going on ten years of age and her condition is nothing short of a miracle. She is
breaking new ground with this disease and in large part; because of her and her family's faith in
God.
Jordan is pretty much a bubble child so to speak. She is home schooled because of her immune
system and can not be exposed to other people. Her mom and dad are her only playmates. When
the Council's Grand Knight Steve Pokrywka told his council about this little girl's struggle with life
and her own "Make a Wish'' to ride in a Hot Air Balloon, the council unanimously agreed to sponsor this ride for Jordan and her Parents Traci and Mason. The Richardson's had already lost a child
to the same disease, and they were told extensively that PPH was not genetic before having a second child. What a great day it was! This event was witnessed by the members of the entire community, with coverage by the local television news media.

(See “Didjano” Continued on page 7)
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DISTRICT 19 (DD Bill Evon)
. . . That on February 6, 2013, St Philip Benizi Parish was honored to host a very special event that featured the
story of the courageous and compelling journey of Fr Lucjan Krolikowski, OFM, a Polish Friar who, throughout
his 93 years, experienced the joys of the Priesthood and the horrors of war. After viewing a documentary about
Father Lucjan’s experiences during and after WWII, he spoke to a crowd of over 200 people at the Council 6952
Hall in Jonesboro. Some of his experiences have been: Fostering 150 WWII orphans, deported by the Stalin
regime in a box car along with many other Poles, becoming an artillery soldier in the Polish Army fighting in
Italy, and later caring for orphans in Tanzania, East Africa. He is now 93, and every year all his children gather
around him.
DISTRICT 12 (DD Joe Costa)
. . . That Holy Family Council 9792 of Marietta won the Youth Activity Award at the recent State Convention. “And whoever welcomes
one such child in my name, welcomes me.” (Matthew
18:5) We are directed by Our Lord to welcome children into our Church. Unfortunately, we soon think
of the young people who go off to college as mature
adults in our Faith. This could not be further from the
truth. We send these children off to ivory towers of
liberal and secular bastions entrusting their faith
growth to a few over worked and underfunded
priests. These holy men of God are striving to help
these children transverse the minefield of college life.
Without the support of role models and financial
support for their mission is impossible at best.
Father Tim Hepburn, Archdiocesan Director of
Vocations, was trying to build a Catholic centered
social life at the Catholic Center. Part of this program is to provide a family style meal once a month, so the members could interact and form a community. These meals would require
students to spend the night before the meals cooking in their rooms; this led to a limited menu for the students.
At Father Tim’s request, and with the help of Father Kevin Peek, Campus Minister at Georgia Tech, Council 9792 stepped in and began
providing meals for the students. This was not an easy task because the kitchen at the Georgia Tech Catholic Center had only an electric
stove - with only two functional burners. This required the Council to prepare food at the parish center and transport it eighteen miles to
serve the meal. This required the Council to double our volunteer shifts - one group would prepare and clean at the Parish Hall and another
transport and serve the meal at Georgia Tech. The Council has provided lunches and brunches to the students during the year. The most
challenging was a brunch, where 350 chocolate chip pancakes were prepared and transported there still hot when they were served. A sixty
gallon Coleman cooler was used to transport the food. The students were ecstatic.
The council will submit this activity to the International Service Program Award director for further consideration.
. . . That the 17th annual Carpenter Open Charity Golf Tournament - sponsored by Marietta Holy Family Council 9792 - was held. Over
the 17 years of this tournament, a total of $161,000 has been given out to various Marietta charitable initiatives.
DISTRICT 23 (DD T. J. McCaustland)
. . . That in June of this year, Pope John Paul II Council 13808 in Greensboro hosted a 3rd Degree Exemplification Ceremony. A total of eighteen
brothers advanced to the 3nd Degree of the Order, completing their journey
to full Knighthood, including six members of Pope John Paul II Council
13808 - Chris Bolen, Tom Rouse, Bob Coletta, David Williams, Glenn Garret, and Bill Lee.
In attendance were State Deputy Rick Sisko, State Warden Mark Hoffman,
and District Deputy TJ McCaustland.
The honoree for the exemplification was Sir Knight Robert Jaworski. The
degree team was led by Tim Bair, State Ceremonials Director.
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Read the Label. . !
By Doctor Joseph Lazzarini - Health Services Director
In the United States only 12% of adults are considered proficient in health literacy.
Close to 1.5 million adverse drug events occur each year, resulting in 117,000 hospital admissions annually at significant
human and financial coast.
Prescription recommendation and established standards exit but are poorly adopted.
Labels that explain clearly the use of medications, and confirming the patient understanding of the instructions can help improve reduce medication errors.
In the hospital there is marked oversight of medications, but in the outpatient arena, patients are often left alone to take his/her medications
correctly.
Studies have shown that 40% of patients misunderstood one or more dosing instructions, and 56% misunderstood one or more auxiliary
warnings. The population that is at greater risk of adverse drug events are patients younger than five years and those older than 65 years.
The U. S. Pharmacopeia released new recommendation in November 2012. Finally, one proven way that prescribers and pharmacist can
make sure that patients understand how to take the medication is by making sure he knows what the medication is for, how to take it, when
to take it, and what the common adverse reactions are.
(“Knight & Family” Continued from page 5)

Al Larson is a Fourth Degree member of the Patrick Walsh Assembly 174 and holds the position of Outside Guard. He is a member of the
Color Guard and Honor Guard supporting Bishop Hartmyer and our deceased Assembly members, Rosary Service, Wake and Funeral
when requested. He also serves on the VA Volunteer Services Team at the Downtown Charlie Norwood VA Medical Center helping to
serve refreshments, fruit and donuts the second Thursday of each month.
Al has been married to his lovely wife Barbara for forty four years and they have five children, nine grand children and ten great grand
children.
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