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From The State Deputy . . .
By Sanford Hillsman - State Deputy

Gentlemen we are off to another great start
and I applaud your efforts and commitment.
Our membership numbers have grown and
we are poised to reach our goal by the State
Convention. As of February, 2014, Georgia
is 1st in the Jurisdiction, 5th in Net Gain 84%
and 9th in Net/Net with 132%. I cannot tell
you how very proud I am for your exceptional devotion in helping reach the State goal.
There are several Councils and Districts poised to make Star,
Double Star and possibly Triple Star Council honors this year. Again, great job!
The State Wheelchair Chair Delivery Program this year is still ongoing with 61 units
delivered to the VA Facility in Atlanta, The Georgia War Veterans Facility, Augusta
Georgia, and The American Legion Post 184 in Savannah, GA. Special thanks to DD
Tim McCarthy, and PFN/PGK Bill Holt and State Treasurer Mark Corrigan for making
these gentlemen very happy.
As we enter the Easter season, let us be mindful of our commitments to our families, our
church and communities to be good stewards of God’s blessings. May this Lenten Season find all of us ready to bear witness to the goodness and merciful love of God our
Father and make us ready to embrace Christ our Lord and Savior.

WE ARE BUT A PENCIL IN GOD’S HAND

2014 Special Olympics Georgia - Camp Inspire

What: The annual Camp Inspire is for registered Special Olympics Georgia athletes
between the ages of 13 and 18 to stay overnight for a week to interact with one another and enjoy sports and camp activities.
When: Monday, June 16th through Friday, June 20th.
Where: Camp Dream, 6135 Roosevelt Highway, Warm Springs, GA 31830
Special Olympics Georgia would like to give a special THANKS to the Knights of
Columbus for all of their hard work and fundraising efforts to be a much needed and much appreciated sponsor for Camp Inspire!
For interests in volunteering for a day and any other questions, please contact David Crawford at:
(229) 292-5143 or by email at david.crawford@specialolympicsga.org.

Our Vision
The Knights of Columbus will be the premier Catholic lay organization in Georgia .

Our Mission
We are the strong right arm of the Church, developing and implementing programs to
serve the needs of our Church, families, youth, communities, and councils, embracing
the Culture of Life.

From The State Chaplain . . .
By Father John Matejek - State Chaplain

The liturgical season of Lent coincides with spring calling to mind new life and
growth, hope and change that should characterize this time of prayer, penance and
conversion. This is the season of initiation into the grace life of Holy Church. The
Church invites us to start afresh, for 40 days.
The word LENT is derived from the Anglo Saxon word LENCTHEN or LENCTEN meaning “spring”. We are to “spring” into action to do the tasks of the season,
to prepare for the new growth and graces that overflow from Easter (THE GREATEST FEAST OF THE CHRUCH). Spring is the most important time for the farmer
for it determines what crops he will plant. Once decided, he prepares the soil thoroughly and plants the seed carefully. He hopes that the seed buried deep in the soil
will produce an abundant crop.
On Palm Sunday, the very threshold of His death and Resurrection, Our Lord assured His followers that UNLESS THE GRAIN OF WHEAT FALLS TO THE
EARTH AND DIES, IT REMAINS JUST A GRAIN OF WHEAT - but if it dies, it produces much fruit. The
man who loves his life loses it, while the man who hates his life in this world preserves it to life eternal. If anyone
would serve me, let him follow me; where I am there will my servant be. Let us renew our Baptism during this Lenten Spring, joyfully dying to self in order to become that fruitful grain of wheat.
Just as nature renews itself every spring, so during the Church’s spring, we are encouraged to begin anew with the
catechumens. We prepare for the renewal of our own Baptism. We suffer with Christ for our sins; we are buried
with Him so that we may also arise with Him to a new life of grace and glory.
Happy Lenten Spring.

News About Supreme. . .

By Dan Baker - Supreme Director

The Order's John Paul II Shrine in Washington, DC, is making great progress. The permanent exhibit is scheduled
for completion on July 1st. On the day of the March for Life in Washington this
January, the Shrine had over 1000 visitors, even with the terrible winter weather
that day. This is a destination you and your family will want to visit! For more information, go to www.jp2shrine.org/en/index.html.
Each council should have received the new DVD for the First Degree. This DVD
was developed to ensure that every eligible Catholic gentleman has the opportunity
to join the Order without waiting too very long for a Degree. Each council now has
the ability to host a first Degree and bring new members into the Order, even while
preparing their own Degree team. Memorization is the preferred method of holding
a First Degree, but this DVD can be used in a pinch, with interaction from a council's members and team. Follow the instructions as provided to ensure a positive
welcoming experience for our new members. Also, it is recommended that all First
Degree teams view this video and see a well-run Degree.
The Order continues to expand and grow. We now have 60 councils in Poland, with
over 3100 members, 24 members in Lithuania in two roundtables, and 126 members
in Ukraine.
Culture of Life:
This is obviously one of the order's main causes. A recent Marist Poll revealed that 80% of those polled, across
many beliefs and the political spectrum, would restrict abortion in the first trimester. Six out of 10 of those respondents who identified themselves as pro-choice agreed.
So far, through the Order's Culture of Life Fund, you, the membership, have placed over 420 ultrasound machines
in all 50 states, Canada, the District of Columbia, and Jamaica, worth over $20,000,000, and countless babies lives!
Thank you for all you do, Georgia, for our Church, our Country, and our Order.
Page 2

The Christopher Columbus Navigator

Strengthening Our 2nd Responder Activity. . .
By Joe Molyson - Second Responder Chairman

As I write, we have completed the National Weather Service Severe Weather Month and quite a month it was, too! North and Central Georgia were afflicted with two winter storms, the first of which closed down Atlanta’s roads for several days. It is amazing to
see how much better the Atlanta area performed in response to the second storm. Preplanning and preparedness and a good dose of
reality pay off.
We are now entering March and April, with the threat of tornadoes especially at night. With (hopefully) mild weather in May, we get
something of a break. Beyond that is the beginning of Hurricane Season on June 1 st, running through November 30th. The possibility
of bad weather is always with us. Combined with manmade disasters, the need to be prepared is also always with us.
Are we ready? The answer is probably not. As Georgia Knights, we have been slow to embrace the Second Responder Program over
the last two years. The Archdiocese of Atlanta (Second Responder Region North) now has almost 40 Council Disaster Coordinators
(CDC’s). Although not perfect, there are a reasonable number of councils in the north ready to help their communities and with the
training required to provide significant support.
For the Diocese of Savannah (Second Responder Region South) the picture is not as good. We have fewer councils in the south of
Georgia anyway and very few councils have set up Second Responder CDC’s. Our pilot program in Houston County is an exception,
with two councils providing 20 or so trained Second Responders.
Considering the fact that hurricane season will be on us in a few months, we have to get in the game. Hurricanes can approach South
Georgia from the southeast, south and east. Even hurricanes that hit the Alabama and the Carolinas often bring flooding and other
problems to South Georgia. Frankly if we get hit again we are not ready as a Diocese to respond except in the counties that are lucky
enough to have an active KC Second Responder program.
So, what to do? If your council has not designated a CDC, you still have time to pick one and get him working towards preparedness.
Tomorrow your time may be up. This includes family preparedness for our parishioners as well as making contacts with other emergency personnel in our communities. In most counties the first man to see is the Emergency Management Director, who represents
the Georgia Emergency Management Agency in your town. If you need more guidance and publications, just e-mail me at
jmolyson@hotmail.com and I will send you what you need.

The Annual Black Tie Gala. . .

By Jerry Farnell - President - Knights of Columbus Charities of Georgia Inc

Knights of Columbus Charities of GA host the 5th Annual Black Tie GALA for State Charities.
The GALA was held on March 1st at the Dunwoody Country Club in
Atlanta. While the GALA celebrated all State Charities the Wheelchair program was highlighted this year.
Bishop David P. Talley, Auxiliary Bishop of Atlanta gave opening remarks and his blessing before the dinner.
President Jerry Farnell welcomed the guests and said: “Tonight, we are here to celebrate
the State Charities and its Donors.” All State Charities were addressed and the donors were
said to be you, all of you here this evening, all of those who have donated but could not
attend, and all of those who have donated to State wide charities throughout the year.
Also recognized were the Sponsors for this evening’s GALA, the individual family’s and
companies who contributed at various levels of sponsorship.
Knights of Columbus Charities of GA had a good year in 2013 for State Charities. Total
donations received were $300,000, 7.2 % better than last year and 20% higher than 2011.
Just under half of total charity disbursements (48%) went to People With Intellectual DisaPictured above are L-R, State Deputy, Sanford
bilities, 25% to Prolife Initatives,14% to Camp Inspire a week long Special Olympics
Hillsman, Knights of Columbus Charities
camp for Special Olympians to hone their current skills, develop some new ones and have
President, Jerry Farnell, and guest speaker,
fun doing it, and the balance of the disbursements were spread over the other charities.
Chris Lewis
We use the word Charity a lot and it’s good to remember that there are real people behind
that word - people who are hurting, people who cannot help themselves, and the people who need our support. That’s what it’s all
about, helping those people to have a better quality of life and them knowing that we care.
The guest speaker was Chris Lewis, President and Chairman of the American Wheelchair Foundation and son of entertainer Jerry
Lewis. Chris’ talk was excellent. He inspired all who were present. He showed a DVD of the people around the world who his program helped by providing wheelchairs to those without mobility. In some cases, we saw fathers who were literally carrying their
children around so they could get beyond their beds, in some cases people had to crawl to places just to survive from day to day.
Mobility is just assumed by most of us, but without the ability to go from place to place, the hardship is severe and continuous.
The evening closed with continuation of the silent auction and great music by the “Swing Daddies.”
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“The Faithful Needle Always Points to Charity”
By Mark McMullen - State Secretary - Gala Chair

Catholic Charities Atlanta 7th Annual Gala
The Catholic Charities Atlanta Gala is an annual event. It is the agency’s largest fundraiser with over
500 attendees each year. In its 6 year history, the annual Gala has raised collectively over $1.2 million - funds which go directly to the programs and services that CCA provides to its clients in need.
Saturday, April 26, 2014
200 Peachtree Street, NW, Atlanta, GA 30303
Cocktail Attire
Gala Chairs: Mr. and Mrs. Mark McMullen
200 Peachtree is located in the historic building in downtown Atlanta, locally referred to as the “Macy’s Building.” Beautifully renovated, 200 Peachtree is an event space like no other in Atlanta.


Seated dinner catered by Affairs To Remember - Martha Stewart’s choice of caterer for the Southeast Region.



Dance the night away to The Rupert’s Orchestra, which boasts some of the finest talent from around the nation.



A silent auction with about 150 items including art, restaurant certificates, tickets to sporting events, personal indulgences, travel, wine, and much more, in a variety of price ranges.



A live auction with a witty and entertaining auctioneer, featuring one-of-a-kind items to bid on.

 Young talent, Sean VanMeter, a classically trained pianist, will play during the cocktail reception.
This is an honor for the Georgia Knights of Columbus because the Archbishop Donoghue Award Honoree is The Knights of Columbus Georgia State Council.
Sponsorships range from $1,500 to $20,000. Tickets are $250 each.
There will be an honor guard. Please encourage your councils and assemblies to purchase tickets and/or tables. We really
would like a strong showing of Knights. All State Officers will be in attendance. Cost for a table of 10 is $2,000.

Nearly 68 Years a Knight. . . ?!
Mr. Alvin 'Al' George Evers, age 95, of Douglasville, GA passed away Saturday, January 18, 2014. If it wasn’t for one interesting
fact, this might look like the beginning of any other obituary listed in a local newspaper.
Until January 18, Al Evers may have been a Knight longer than any other gentleman in the state of Georgia. Without checking each council roster, it would be difficult to prove, but the fact remains that Al was a
Knight of Columbus for a long time, 67 years and 9 months.
Al was born February 22, 1918 in St. Joseph, TN and was a U.S. Army veteran of WWII where he received three Bronze Stars liberating the Philippines. He then worked for the U.S. Bureau of Federal Prisons until his retirement.
Al received his First, Second and Third Degrees in May 1946. It’s not known where he took his degrees
but he lived in Douglasville for a very long time. Originally a member of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Catholic Church in Carrollton, GA he was a charter member of Msgr. Regan Council 8731 when it formed in 1984.
He became a parishioner of St. Theresa Catholic Church in Douglasville after its construction in 1989. In 1992 transferred as a
charter member of the newly formed Sweetwater Council 10821.
In 1984 Al advanced into the Fourth Degree as a member of Fr. Bliemel Assembly 1962 in Jonesboro. Once again, he transferred
his fourth degree membership and became a charter member of the newly formed Mother Teresa Assembly 2562 in 1998 along
with members of Councils 8731, 10821, 12287 and 12580.
Al was an active member of every council and assembly he belonged to until a few years ago when his eyesight, and general health,
restricted his participation in various programs.
Parishioners from Our Lady of Perpetual Help and St. Theresa, Knights and their families from Councils 8731 and 10821, and an
Honor Guard from Mother Teresa Assembly 2562, were present at his funeral Mass January 21st.
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Marking the Anniversary of “Roe v. Wade”

A Knights of Columbus Honor Guard helped Saturday with the re-dedication of the
Monument to the Unborn in the cemetery of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic
Church. The monument, dedicated 20 years ago, was built to mark the 20th anniversary of Roe v. Wade. The monument was built by members of the Knights of Columbus councils of OLPH and St. Theresa Catholic Church in Douglasville, dedicated to
the unborn. A Mass at noon was followed by the re-dedication and a reception in the
OLPH parish hall.

The Pope Francis “Top Ten” List of Christian Resolutions. . .

Pope Francis goes beyond abstract theology, and gives us advice we can use daily. What lessons from
him can we bring into our daily lives?
1. Don’t Gossip.
2. Finish your meals.
3. Make time for others.
4. Choose the more “humble purchase.”
5. Meet the poor “in the flesh.”
6. Stop judging others.
7. Befriend those who disagree.
8. Make commitments such as marriage.
9. Make it a habit to “ask the Lord.”
10. Be happy.

The Wheelchair Mission is “Rolling!”

In December, a truck container of 110 wheelchairs was delivered to Albany, GA as
part of the American Wheelchair Mission undertaken by the Georgia State Council. The wheelchairs will soon be delivered to the three Veterans’ Hospitals located in Dublin, Atlanta, and Augusta, GA for distribution.
Pictured (L – R) unloading the container is State Deputy Sanford B. Hillsman,
Council 3607 Grand Knight David Palardy, and District 5 Deputy Richard
Hayden.
Augusta's Patrick Walsh Assembly 174 VA Volunteer Service Program received five Wheel Chairs from the GA State
Council Wheel Chair Program and presented four of those Wheel
Chairs to Veterans at the Georgia War Veterans Home in February of
this year. The Director MR. Charles Esposito and the Physical Therapy Director Mr. Everald Clarke were present to acknowledge the gift
of these Wheel Chairs to Residents:
Pictured in the front row from left to right are Veterans: Wayne Sieweke, George Elmore, James Russell,
Tom Isom, Willie Payne, and Peter Ackerman. The
Wheel Chairs presented have yellow frames. In the
second row are: Mr. Clarke, PFN Bob Barnett, PFN
Bill Holt, Mr. Esposito, VAVS Representative and
District Deputy 24 Tim McCarthy, GK Jim Redmond, SK & DEA Dave Kriegel. MR. Esposito, Mr.
Clarke and the Veterans were very happy to receive
these wheel chairs.
The 5th Wheel Chair is designed for a child and the Knights look to place it with a needy family soon.

District Happenings - “Didjano That. . .”
DISTRICT 4 (DD Julian Pauwels)

. . . That 7366-Thomasville
 Supported 1 Seminarian at $500.
 Collected about $ 1000 on the Tootsie Roll drive.
 Finished 3rd Fish Fry. Made a total of $ 3,100 on all 3 Fish Frys.
 Repaired a drive way of a Brother Knight in need.
 Completed a charity raffle for an ill family member of a Brother Knight. Netted about $ 1200.
. . . That 10541-Tifton
 Generated $ 2500 during their “Pig Pickin” fund raiser.
 Donated $ 100 to the Philippine recovery thru the State Charities of Georgia.
. . . That 15716-Douglas.
 Distributed 200 coats as their Annual Coats for Kids drive.
 Started a food drive to replenish the food pantry for the Parish hungry.
 Made a monetary donation to Special Olympics.
 Supported the Pregnancy Center and the Home for Abused Women. Donated blankets to the pregnancy center and monetary
donations top the Abused Women Center.
 St Paul’s conducted a “Coat Drive,” which was a huge success.
DISTRICT 15 (DD Thomas Schuler)
Saint Joseph’s Parish donates Christmas gifts for 495 needy children
. . . That generous donations from Saint Joseph’s Catholic Church parishioners provided a host of gifts to make sure that 495 needy youngsters in the Cobb County area
can had a visit from Santa last Christmas.
Council 4599 and Saint Vincent de Paul Society volunteers collected, tagged and distributed gifts to 495 needy Cobb County children. Over 150 families visited Santa
Claus, Mrs. Claus and Santa’s elves at the Knights of Columbus Council 4599
home. The Knights and SVDP volunteers provided each child with goodie bags,
hotdogs, chips, cookies and drinks and of course a bag full of gifts from Santa.
“These are children who had a merrier Christmas thanks to the generosity of Saint Joseph’s parish.”
. . . That Olivia Nottoli won the annual Council 4599 Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest. Olivia is an 8th grade student at St. Joseph Catholic School in Marietta, GA.
This year's topic was: Religious Liberty: The Importance of Religious Freedom.
Olivia will now be entered into the Knights of Columbus District competition to be
held in January and the winners of the District competition will go on to the State competition in February.
Olivia’s essay was extremely well written and we wish her continued success as she
competes in the upcoming events. Pictured from L-R : (Pat Allen, SJCS Principal,
Nick Paschetto, 2nd Place Winner, Rich Marcone K of C 4599 Youth Director, Olivia
Nottoli, 1st Place Winner, Chris McHugh K of C 4599 Past Grand Knight, Annie Lauer,
3rd Place Winner, Tom Klein, K of C 4599 Grand Knight)
. . . That Council 4599 Grand Knight Tom Klein made two presentations of checks
totaling $1680.00 which was raised thru their Annual Tootsie Roll Drive at Saint Joseph’s Catholic
Church in Marietta.
DISTRICT 24 (DD Tim McCarthy)
. . . That after a recent Sunday Mass at St Teresa of Avila in Grovetown DD 24 Tim McCarthy presented the District 24 Family of the Quarter, the Weidner's, a $40 Gift Certificate for The Harbor Inn 3404 Wrightsboro Road.
This program was started by FDD Don DeClue to recognize the efforts of their Knights and Families
to their Council, Church and to the Community.
Pictured L-R are FDD & GK Don DeClue, Martin and Joan Weidner, daughter Megan, Fr. Ingram,
son Ryan and DD 24 Tim McCarthy about to present the $40 Gift Certificate from Harbor Inn.
(See “Didjano” Continued on page 7)

Page 6

The Christopher Columbus Navigator

(“Didjano” Continued from page 6)

. . . That Terrance Cardinal Cooke Council 8495 in Grovetown honored Father Mike Ingram as the
Knight of the month of January. He is a native of Augusta, Georgia, an avid supporter of the Knights
and all of their works of Charity for the Church, community,
and mankind in general. He is active with our Church, Community, Council, Family, Pro-Life, and Youth Programs. Additionally, he is a strong leader in growing our membership and
has been instrumental in increasing the membership attendance
at our monthly meetings, which he also attends on a regular
basis. He attends and supports all of their council's activities And that Council 8495 helped clean up the yard of a retired and disabled priest - the Reverend Bill Peterson of Shadowmoor. Nearly 100 bags of leaves and debris were hauled away
from the home.
The District 24 Basketball Free Throw Contest was rescheduled from February 15 due to
the Ice Storm, and the Gym being used as a Shelter for victims of the storm through the
16th of February. The contest was rescheduled thanks to Deputy Grand Knight Andrew
Von Plinsky, Council 8495
There were seven district winners from the 13 Council entries. The winners are Pictured
from Front Left Alex Hsu 12, Brent Swaylik 11, Kameron White 9, Kendrick White 13
year old boys, D'Mya Griffin 10 year old girls. In the rear, District Deputy 24 Tim McCarthy, Erin Leonhardt 11 and Jordan Hoeppel 14 year old, girls.
These winners will advance to the GA State Knights of Columbus Free Throw Championship in the GA Tech Zelnack Center on the 2nd of March at 10 AM followed by lunch and a GA Tech and Boston College game at
the McCamish Pavilion.
DISTRICT 20 (DD William Evon)
. . . That Jonesboro Council 6352 proudly hosted the 41st Annual Public Safety Appreciation Day in October of last year for Clayton County Police, Fire , EMT's, and 911 Operators. Approximately one
hundred and fifty personnel from these departments were
treated to Lunch provided by Tara Council. County Commission Chairman Jeffery Turner read the Proclamation
naming October 16th as "Public Safety Appreciation Day"
in Clayton County.
. . . That Council 7601 - Mcdonough announced that Fr.
Liam, Pastor and Brother Knight of St James the Apostle
in McDonough, prays a blessing during the dedication of the new ultra sound for the
Henry County Pregnancy Center.
DISTRICT 18 (DD Richard Parcels)
. . . That Msgr. Regan 8731 Council, Carrollton, hosted this 20th Anniversary Rededication of the Memorial for the Unborn. It was originally dedicated January 16, 1994 and
was a combined effort of Council 8731 (GK Bill Maddox) and Sweetwater Council
10821 Douglasville (GK Mike Hollman).
Msgr Hugh Marren, Holy Spirit in Dunwoody, our pastor Fr. Raphael Carballo here at
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, along with Fr. Jude Krill and Fr. John Voytek from St. John
Vianney in Lithia Springs celebrated Mass.
Following a noon Mass, the Memorial was rededicated by Msgr. Marren. A reception in
the parish hall awaited those attending the activities with food, drinks and a slide show
of photos from the 1994 dedication. The Honor Guard at Mass and the Memorial was
provided by members of Mother Teresa Assembly 2562.
DISTRICT 12 (DD Charlie Crawford)
. . . That Council 9792 in Marietta was able to fund a new sign for Holy Family Church. It involved special
permits and redrawing for the plans, but after several weeks of obstacles, the sign is now in place. Shown in
the photo are L-R are , Charlie Crawford, District 12 Deputy, Father Darragh Griffith, Pastor of Holy Family
Church, and Grand Knight, Adam Wrublewski. A photo of the old sign is shown as well. It shows the state of
disrepair.
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My Last Article. . .
By Doctor Joseph Lazzarini - Health Services Director

This will be my last article for this worthy newsletter. A new  Spent 20 years in the Army and awarded multiple medals
Health Services director will be assigned for the next Fraterfor my work in military health care.
nal Year. But instead of an article, I would like to give a little  Spent 15 years with the VA - Radiology & Ultrasound
history of my career.
 Opened 2 clinics for indigent patients in Georgia for individuals who cannot afford health insurance.
 Over 50 years of practicing medicine
 Pre-Med at the University of Scranton
This is a brief overview of my career. I hope that I have
 Finished Medical School at the Madrid School of Medihelped some of you with the information that I have provided
cine
in this newsletter. I am proud to be a Knight - Vivat Jesus.
 Did rotating internships in Puerto Rico

Congratulations Georgia!
By James Clifford - State Membership Director

CURRENTLY 85% TO GOAL - SHOULD
REACH 100% BY CONVENTION TIME

Now Serving Customer 18,000

Someone recently referred to me as a salesman. I am sure that he said it as a joke, but I take it as a compliment, even
though I am not now and never have relied on my ability to sell something for my livelihood. The comment has caused
me to think about the sales component of being a Knight of Columbus. Our religion calls on us to evangelize, and our
Supreme Knight calls on us to exercise “Charity that evangelizes.” Evangelization is, in effect, salesmanship. We have
customers – our fellow man. We have a product – our religion. We have a commission – everlasting life. As Knights, we
have customers – practical Catholic men. We have a product – the Order and all it offers. We have a commission – the
vision of Fr. McGivney. The number of Knights in Georgia recently increased to over 16,000. We have a goal to surpass
18,000 before long. As a practical Catholic man, you were once a customer. As a Knight, you are now a salesman. Sell
your product because you will need the commission - Now Serving Customer 18,000.
Volume 13 Issue 4

Page 8

